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Food Not Bombs 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Thank you for sending me fifty 
copies of Love and Rage each 
month. I have been faithfully 
distributing them all over the 
country, each one v\nth the enclos¬ 
ed pink subscription form, to peo-. 
pie who have never seen nor 
heard of Love and Rage and who 
would like to know more about 
the anairchist movement around 
the world. I hope you have re¬ 
ceived subscriptions from my ef¬ 
forts. (We have.) 

I think Love and Rage is great. I 
especially appreciate the open 
debate on militancy, machismo 
and gender bias. I eun a nonviolent 
anarchist, but T support your ef¬ 
forts to present a comprehensive 
anarchist view from a global 
perspective. I would like to see 
more hard “news" about anarchist 
movements worldwide. Someday, 
I will write an article for Love and 
Rage about my specialty, consen¬ 
sus decision making and par¬ 
ticipatory democracy, from an 


the daily papers (see clippings); of 
course, almost always missing the 
point or reported negatively. 
However just our name in the 
paper is a victory for anti¬ 
militarism. I am suggesting that it 
would be appropriate for Love and 
Rage to cover some of the actions 
of FNB nationally; such as the pro¬ 
tests in Civic Center Plaza in SF or 
Tompkins Square Park in NYC; 
defying the police on the Boston 
Commons and in Lafayette Peace 
Park across from the White House; 
or feeding activists at the Nevada 
Test Site, Redwood Summer, Big 
Mountain, The Other Economic 
Summit (in Dallas), and at Green 
gatherings; or feeding the / 
homeless everywhere!! 

The main point is that this is all 
happening with no money behind 
it, ho central office or ideological 
dogma from the top, mostly spon¬ 
taneously and very rapidly. The 
contact list enclosed is just the 
groups which have sprung up in 
the last year (except Boston and 
San Francisco) which I have heard 



Autonomous Revolutionary Class 
Politics 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Just got issue #1 of your paper. 

It’s well-produced and well-laid- 
out. What’s the print run? Do you 
get a lot of feedback from being 
bi-lingual? I’m not sure if you 
know a lot about us, so here goes: 
We’re a small propaganda group 
who trace our roots back to anar¬ 
chism and libertarian class strug¬ 
gle politics. 

We published a one-off paper 
almost three years ago, which I 
enclose. Since then our politics 
have been developed and refined 
altho’ we still stand by the general 
thrust of the paper: it was con¬ 
ceived as an active intervention 
against 1) middleclass in¬ 
dividualist anarchism (whether it 
takes the form of dropping out 
and living as hippies, or of cheer¬ 
leading terrorism and other spec¬ 
tacular acts or resistance) and 2) 
the robotic, alienated politics of 
Leninists and would-be Leninists. 

Our aim since then has been to 
carry on trying to carve out a space 
for independent/autonomous revo¬ 
lutionary class politics. Judging by 
#1 of Love and Rage, we may have 
some common ground with you, 
altho’ we would have liked to see 
more emphasis on class—this is 
almost certainly a reflection on the 
different parts of the world we in¬ 
habit. Over here, the level of class 
struggle is as high as ever in 
general terms, and the last few 
years have seen some radical 
developments. As ever, of course, 
it’s 3 steps forward and 2 steps 
back, but on the whole, things are 
looking up. Basically we look for- 
weurd to seeing future issues of 
Love and Rage and the develop¬ 
ment of your politics. In the mean¬ 
time, I am enclosing a booklet on 
the London Poll Tax riots which 
makes exciting reading (altho’ it’s 
not one of our works). Looking for¬ 
ward to hearing from you. 

Cheers and Solidarity 
Ed 

Attack International 
BM 6577 

London WCIN 3XX England 

Of Locks and Leases 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Although most of what was 
said in your article about the clos¬ 
ing of Sabotage was factual I must 
correct you on one point. You 
stated that I cancelled the lease 
for the 96 Saint Marks Place store. 
The fact that the lease was in my 
name was a technicality, the deci¬ 
sion to cancel the lease was made 
imanimously by the four people, 
including myself, who had been 
willing to stand up to an authori¬ 
tarian act by Lori and her suppor¬ 
ters. It was Lori and her cadre 
who disrespected the bookstore’s 
collective, which had a policy of 
decision by consensus, and tried 
to replace the existing collective 
which did not include Lori with 
one that did. Lori had quit the col¬ 
lective a few weeks earlier and 
withdrew the $1000 she claimed 
to have invested. When we at¬ 
tempted to keep her and her sup¬ 
porters out of the store by the 
nonviolent act of changing the 
lock she responded with mob vio¬ 
lence. Gathering a mob as a way 
of resolving a conflict is exactly 
what the government says will 
happen in an anarchist society— 
were they trymg to prove the 
government’s propaganda to be 
true? After this type of behavior 
we did not trust them enough to 
maintain a lease on a store v/hich 
they occupied by using force 
against comerades. I had only 


been willing to put my name on 
the lease in the first place because 
I believed I could place that level 
of trust in an anarchist collective. I 
could not trust a group people 
who had taken over the store, 
removed the sign that said Anar¬ 
chist Books and replaced it with a 
quotation from Fidel Castro, 
an enemy of anarchists. 

Since the closing of Sabotage I 
have been accused of being a po¬ 
lice officer, of making deals with 
the police to avoid prosecution, 
and of being an armchair anar¬ 
chist, accusations which are mu¬ 
tually exclusive of one another. I 
have had my legal name exposed 
in leeiflets handed out by Lori and 
had threats made against the 
squat I lived in by Chris Flaush 
(editor of the Shadow). If it was 
not clear before the closing of the 
bookstore what type of vicious 
people we were facing, then their 
actions in the wake of the closing 
have clearly revealed their true 
nature. 

Lori and her supporters may 
open a new space on the Lower 
East Side using the name Sabo¬ 
tage. It will not really be Sabotage. 

I hope a truly anti-authoritarian 
element of the Lower East Side 
win prevail in that space so it can 
some day live up to the expecta¬ 
tions we all had for the original 
Sabotage. 

Dave Lawrence, 
former Sabotage collective 
member 

Youth Liberation! 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Organizing for the Youth Lib 
gathering is creeping along. A lot 
of people have pledged support 
and have been very helpful with 
ideas and suggestions. The 
gathering will probably be be¬ 
tween 3-4 days long and held 
sometime between the end of 
May and the end of August 1991. 

Some suggestions for events 
have been: a picnic, a day (or days) 
of workshops and films, extensive 
networking (so we collectively get 
our shit together on a large scale), 
and possibly a gig. (The show is 
yet to be confirmed. If you are in a 
band and think you might be 
available, write us a letter). If you 
are interested in doing a 
workshop, let us know as soon as 
possible. This will give us some 
idea as to how many there will be 
so we can plan accordingly. There 
will be plenty of space for sF>on- 
taneous workshops. For more info 
or to get involved, write to: 

YOUTH LIB. NETWORK (Ottawa) 
do Uri P.O. Box 4402, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario Canada KIS 5B4 

You Can Free Donny 

Dear Love and Rage, 

Saw review of #3 in Slug and 
Lettuce. I’m an cinarchist federal 
prisoner from New York City. Do 
you have any policy to provide 
free copies to prisoners? 

I was convicted in 1980 of 
“assault with intent to commit 
murder" on a cop, being involved 
in the anarchist-underground in 
the late 70’s. Got paroled in '84, 
absconded from supervision in 
'87, recaptured in January. I could 
be out today but the feds demand 
that I furnish a residential address 
(subject to inspection by a P.O.) 
before they’ll reparole me. Know 
any possibilities of a place to live 
’til I get a job (I’m an editor by 
trade) and a place of my own? 

Ever Onward! 

Donny (The Punk) 
Robert Martin 09368-054 
P.O. Box 902, 
Mohawk Unit 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 


anarchist perspective. 

One (somewhat self-serving) pet 
peeve I have with Love and Rage 
is the failure to cover the growing 
Food Not Bombs (FNB) anarchist 
movement in this country. We eire 
a truly decentralized, militant, 
grassroots (often spontaneous), 
emarchist, nonviolent, “national" 
direct action organization which is 
grovhng very rapidly. (See enlosed 
contact list.) 

Each FNB is autonomous. Many 
are small cells of friends who have 
decided to act to challenge: mili¬ 
tarism, patriarchy, the state, the 
rich, the “do good" establishment 
charity/church groups, the cor¬ 
porate media, the medical 
establishment, etc.; those who 
would rather ignore the inhuman 
suffering of the victims of 
capitalism rather than miss an op¬ 
portunity to make more profit. 

We expose their greed right to 
their face. Because of our work, 
direct action to feed people has 
become an issue of civil rights and 
an act of civil disobedience (or 
selective disobedience, as we call 
it). The FNB group in San Fran¬ 
cisco regularly confronts the city 
government and their real estate 
speculator backers, the rich. 

There, FNB is actually cover^ in 


about and with which I have had 
some contact. More exist which I 
know nothing about other than to 
hear rumors that there is a FNB 
group in some city where there 
wasn’t one before. 

Thanks for letting me spew. If 
you want more information 
(beyond the enclosed info), please 
contact me at the above addess, 
Keith at the SF adress,.or Kate in 
Minneapolis (she’s active with 
Love and Rage and a long time 
FNB’er). 

Keep up the great work. If I had 
a lot of money, then I probably 
wouldn’t be an anarchist; but if I 
did, I would send you some, I 
think what you are doing is of 
vital importance. As we at FNB 
hear all the time—whatever you 
do, don’t stop, don’t give up!! 

Love and Anarchy, 
C.T. Butler 
Food Not Bombs 
295 Forest Ave., 
#314 Portland, ME 04101-2000 
Dear C.T., 

Thanks for writing. Many peo¬ 
ple aren’t aware that Love and 
Rage really depends on folks in 
the anarchist community to write 
articles about the projects, actions, 
etc., that they are involved in. We 
don’t really have a corps of 


reporters seeking out news on the 
anarchist and other scenes/move¬ 
ments. It’s more a process of peo¬ 
ple sending articles in of their own 
volition, or of various people in¬ 
volved with the paper committing 
to write something or to badger a 
friend to do so. So let this be a first 
request for news/analysis of FNB, 
from you or other members. We 
need your input to make Love and 
Rage happen! 

Jessica, 

for the Production Group 


Please Recyle (via Sidewalk) 

Dear Friend, 

I recently foimd a copy of your 
newspaper on the ground. What a 
great find! was very impressed 
with the insightful and weU- 
written, as well as non-dogmatic 
articles. Please find enclosed $7.00 
subscription fee. I look forward 
to receiving your newspaper. 

Thanks, 
Walter F. Lambert 
Miami, FLA 


Soft on Hussein 

Dear Love and Rage, 

While I agree vshth the basic 
thrust of Wayne Price’s article on 
the crisis in the Persian Gulf, I feel 
it is somewhat one sided and that 
it ignores or downplays what I 
think is the crucial issue at stake. 

I agree wholeheartedly witji 
Wayne that in any war between 
the United States and Iraq, anar¬ 
chists (and, in fact everybody), 
should defend Iraq against what 
would actually be an attack by the 
United States and its imperialist 
allies. Iraq is a relatively weak op¬ 
pressed nation dominated by 
United States imperialism, and we 
should support such a nation 
against imperialist aggression. In 
addition, a United States assault 
would claim as its chief victims, 
not Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi 
ruling elite, but the majority of Ira¬ 
qi 

workers, sniSltradeis and 
business people. We certainly 
should defend them against the 
destruction likely to be wrought 
by the United States military 
machine. 

Short of an all-out war, I think 
anarchists should oppose both the 
economic embargo against Iraq 
and the deployment of United 
States (and other) troops in Saudi 
Arabia and elsewhere in the 
region. Here too, the embargo is 
an attack by an imperialist against 
an oppressed nation, whose peo¬ 
ple will be the main victims of 
such economic strangulation. 

So far, I agree with Wayne. But 
I feel he is too soft, almost per¬ 
functory, in his criticisms of Hus¬ 
sein. I think anarchists should 
take a firm position against the 
Iraqi invasion and attempted 
assimilation of Kuwait. Although 
Kuwait is/was ruled by a reac¬ 
tionary monarchy and is/was a 
client state of the United States, 
we should not in any way defend, 
justify or downplay the Iraqi inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait. We should not 
support military aggression by 
one state against another nor the 
assimilation of one nation by 
another. It doesn’t matter that the 
Kuwaitis are rich in contrast to the 
vEist majority of Arabs, nor that 
Kuwait is a United States stooge 
while Iraq is more independent. 
We are against state aggression 
and we should not be afraid or 
otherwise hesitant to say we op¬ 
pose the Iraqi invasion. Leaving 
aside the fact that it was precisely 
this invasion that created the im¬ 
mediate crisis and the threat of 
war. 

As a result of the above, my 
position right now, when there is 
not yet a war, is that we should 
oppose the deployment of im¬ 
perialist troops and the embargo 
against Iraq, and defend Iraq 
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against United States attack. But 
we do not say, right now, that we 
defend Iraq, insofar as this means, 
or will be taken to mean, that we 
support, excuse, or downplay the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. We 
should focus our opposition to the 
United States and its actions, 
while making it clear that we do 
not defend Iraq’s invasion. We 
should also state firmly that we 
are for the withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait, immediately 
and unilaterally. 

Although I do not agree with 
them about much of anything, I 
do agree with Iranian leaders 
when they told Hussein at the 
beginning of the crisis: 

“Withdraw from Kuwait and we 
win fight US imperialism 
together.” 

The second point of disagree¬ 
ment I have with Wayne’s piece is 
what he claims is the key question 
in the Middle East. It is not oil. 

The US gets less than 5 % of its oil 
from the Middle East, and the 
other countries who are depen¬ 
dent upon Middle East oil would 
not, by themselves, threaten war 
against Iraq. The key issue here is 
imperialist, particularly US, 
hegemony, the “right” of the US 
and its imperialist allies to run the 
world according to their interests. 
Hussein “stepped out of line” and 
the US has to teach him a lesson, 
lest other people follow his exam¬ 
ple. 

It is OK for Iraq to attack Iran 
and wage war for ten years. Iran 
was the US’s number one enemy 
in the region at that time so the 
US "tilted” toward Iraq. Then, little 
was said about Iraqi aggression or 
what a terrible tyrant Hussein is, 
let alone his use of chemical 
weapons and his genocide against 
the Kurds. Hussein was serving 
US interests back then, so he was 
“objectively speaking,” a good 
guy. {Interesting how the US im¬ 
perialists and the Stalinists think 
alike.) But how dare Iraq attack 
Kuwait!!! In a period in which it is 
perceived that the United States is 
a declining imperialist power, it is 
especially crucial for the United 
States ruling cleiss to demonstrate 
that the United States is still the 
Boss. 

To me, this is the decisive issue 
in the Persian Gulf at the moment. 
This is another reason why we 
should be openly critical of Hus¬ 
sein. At a time when observers of 
the international geo-political 
scene are wondering which coun¬ 
try or countries would take over 
the “global leadership” from the 
declining United States, Hussein 
has given Bush and the ruling 
class the perfect opportunity to 
reassert their claims. Not only 
that, but Hussein’s blunder (and I 
think that it must now look like a 
blunder to Hussein himself) and 
the recent developments in the 
state capitalist countries have 
enabled the United States to place 
itself at the center of what it can 
claim is the “international com¬ 
munity of nations,” aligned 
against Iraqi aggression. Bush has 
played his hand remarkably well 
and as a result the cause of anti¬ 
imperialism has been seriously 
weakened. Hussein gave the 
United States imperialists the ex¬ 
cuse they needed to demonstrate, 
under the cover of international 
law and “peace and human digni¬ 
ty,” that the United States still 
rules the roost. 

Personally, I don’t think that 
there will be a war in the Persian 
Gulf. The most likely result of war 
would be mass slaughter with no 
decisive victor. Both sides are now 
looking for a diplomatic way to 
disengage without loosing face. 

This may be difficult, but I think 
that it will be achieved. If it isn’t, 
and mass slaughter results, the 
United States will be the chief war 
criminal, but we shouldn’t let 
Hussein off the hook. 

Ron Tabor 
Los Angeles, CA 



We received the following letter 
in response to the "Against Imperi¬ 
alism ” article that appeared in Love 
and Rage #4. We believe it raises im¬ 
portant issues for the anarchist 
movement. We are also publishing 
a response with the hope of gener¬ 
ating more discussion. We wel¬ 
come future contributions to this 
discussion. 

Dear Love and Rage, 

It’s interesting. I agree with so 
many aspects of the “Against Im¬ 
perialism” (Love and Rage July 
1990) article, the historical analy¬ 
sis, the impact of WW2, and the 
role of the Soviet Union. But, I so 
strongly disaggred with the rest 
of the article that I decided to 
vnite why. 

How I interpret the rest of the 
article is a criticism of Third World 
struggles for not being revolution¬ 
ary enough, and a conclusion that 
it is the responsibility of anar¬ 
chists to “intervene” and set them 
straight (what is termed 
internationalism). 

Some questions to consider bas¬ 
ed on that belief. Why do you 
think you imderstand different 
struggles so well that you can “in¬ 
tervene” and let the FSLN or the 
ANC or PAG of South Africa/ 
Azania know how they’re mess¬ 
ing up and what they should do to 
get things right? 

Apparently it doesn't occur to 
you that you might have some¬ 
thing to learn from them. I say 
that because in every single issue 
of Love and Rage that I have seen, 
the only articles on Third World 
struggles have been critical ones. 

In the “Against Imperialism” arti¬ 
cle, for example, the FMLN is criti¬ 
cized for stating socialism isn’t 
possible in El Salvador right now. 
No factual refutation of that state¬ 
ment is made by the authors of 
the article. Is the construction of. 
socialism, in your opinion, a mat¬ 
ter of will, or are there objective 
factors that permit or impede it? 

For example, what about the eco¬ 
nomic development of a people, 
the consciousness of a people, the 
participation of women, the bal¬ 
ance of forces in the world and 
within a particular coimtry? Are 
these some factors that should be 
considered? How did the authors 
conclude that the FMLN is the 
“left wing” of capital, and how are 
material factors taken into account 
in analyzing what the FMLN, 

ANC, PAG and the FSLN say 
about the present period? Label¬ 
ing a struggle revolutionary or re¬ 
formist without much analysis is 
not very helpful. 

• In other words, to say that “in¬ 
ternational revolution...rests in our 
hands” referrring to yourselves is 
so incredibly arrogant that I had 
to read it twice to make sure I was 
reading correctly. I was. 

So, why does a primarily white 
collective see its role or mission is 
to criticize Third World struggles? 

I guess thats how you define in¬ 
ternationalism. But, where does 
your support and solidarity for the 
struggles fit into your conception? 

I am not arguing that we need 
to be uncritical supporters of each 
and every Third World liberation 
struggle. Criticism is healthy, but I 
think it must be balanced and dia¬ 
lectical. For example, if the only 
thing you could say about Cuba is 
criticism, then objectively speak¬ 
ing you’re failing to recognize the 
concrete positive changes (health 
care, access to housing, education, 
eradication of poverty), that have 
happened as a result of the revolu¬ 
tion. If the only thing that can be 
said about the FSLN electoral loss 
is that the North American left has 
lost a utopia, then an understan¬ 
ding of the positive impact of the 
FSLN on the life of the Nicaraguan 
people is lacking. But, beyond 


that, to so totally miss the impact 
the election had in terms of estab¬ 
lishing the power of US imperial¬ 
ism is incredible. 

Of course, within each revolu¬ 
tionary party or organization, 
there are serious criticisms that 
need to be made. But why do you 
feel that no one within the FMLN, 
FSLN, ANC or PAC, for example, 
is capable of making those criti¬ 
cisms, and that instead your con¬ 
tribution to anti-imperialism is to 
shed light on on Third World peo¬ 
ple, who can’t seem to get it with¬ 
out you? 

Sincerely, 
Melinda Power 
Chicago, IL 



Dear Melinda, 

It is good to get such a thought¬ 
ful response to an article in our 
paper. At the outset I should make 
it clear that the “Against Im¬ 
perialism” article was reprinted 
from the now defunct Endless 
Struggle and does not reflect a 
Love and Rage “line” on the ques¬ 
tions it addresses. Love and Rage 
is a project that includes people 
with a range of revolutionary anar¬ 
chist politics. But, we are anti¬ 
imperialist and we are committed 
to the self-determination of op¬ 
pressed nationalities. Obviously 
we see these questions differently 
than you do. 

Throughout your letter you use 
the term “Third World struggles” 
interchangeably with particular 
political organizations (the ANC. 
FSLN, etc...). Conflating these two 
things confuses the issue. Nation¬ 
al liberation movements are mass 
movements within particular 
countries that involve a multitude 
of organizations, ranging from 
guerrilla armies to trade unions to 
community organizations, as well 
as masses of imorganized people 
who may lead, follow or ignore 
various organizations. Criticizing 
one or another organization 
should not be confused vrith an 
attack on the overall struggle for 
national self-determination. 

There is nothing that is inher¬ 
ently anti-capitalist in the fight for 
national liberation (just as there is 
nothing inherently anti-capitalist 
in most strikes and most other 
struggles.) 

We support movements for 
national liberation because the 
end of national oppression is in¬ 
tegral to the kind of society we 
want to live in. But so too is an 
end to capitalism. Many of the 
organizations that are most promi¬ 
nent in national liberation 
movements (such as the groups 
you have mentioned) describe 
themselves as socialists and wrap 
their nationalism in the rhetoric of 
anti-capitalism. Certainly many of 
the rank and file of these organiza¬ 
tions sincerely believe that they 
are fighting capitalism. But when 
these organizations come to pow¬ 
er they do not destroy capitalism, 
they administer it — they become 
the new capitalist ruling classes of 
their respective coimtries. They 
are the bosses and managers who 
control the means of production or 
the commandantes or police 
chiefs who break strikes and keep 


the workers in their places. 

This is what is meant when we 
describe various national libera¬ 
tion fronts as “the left wing of ca¬ 
pital.” The question isn't whether 
or not the FMLN is correct in 
stating that socialism is not possi¬ 
ble in El Salvador right now, but 
what that says about the nature of 
the FMLN which wants to rule El 
Salvador right now. 

The FMLN is fighting to admini¬ 
ster El Salvadors national capital 
within the system of international 
capital. It is only honest to 
characterize them as seeking to re¬ 
form capitalism. 

You think we are arrogant to try 
and set these groups straight. 

First, we don't have any illusions 
that these groups would listen to 
anarchists in the first place (after 
all, the ANC explained the torture 
of some of its dissident members 
by describing them as “anar¬ 
chists”). Second, they are not 
whom our articles on national 
liberation movements are directed 
at. Love and Rage seeks to reach 
activists in various movements in 
North America with a revolu¬ 
tionary and anti-authoritarian 
perspective. We publish articles 
that cire highly critical of particular 
organizations because so many ac¬ 
tivists in the North American 
solidarity movements are com¬ 
pletely imcritical and believe lots 
of things that are not true about 
the organizations they support 
and the regimes those organiza¬ 
tions create. 

One doesn’t have to look far to 
. find articles singing praise to the 
accomplishments of the Cuban 
revolution in the left press in the 
US. It is almost impossible to find 
information on the anti-authoritar¬ 
ian opposition within Cuba 
(because so many of its members 
are rotting in Castro’s socialist 
prisons). A great deal of what are 
cited as accomplishments of the 
revolution are no more than the 
self-serving lies that most govern¬ 
ments tell about themselves to 
whatever foreigners are wide- 
eyed enough to believe them. 

I think you misread the passage 
that you considered so incredibly 
arrogant in “Against Imperial¬ 
ism.” The full passage was “With 
or without revolutionary solidari¬ 
ty, the exploited of the three con¬ 
tinents vrill continue to organize 
and build resistance on their own. 
Whether or not the national libera¬ 
tion struggles contribute to inter¬ 
national revolution, by extending 
the insurrection, is something that 
cQso rests in our hands.” 

The point here is that it is the 
responsibility of revolutionaries in 
the metropoles of the the imperial¬ 
ist countries to “extend the insur¬ 
rection” and thereby make the 
revolutionary movements confin¬ 
ed by national borders truly inter¬ 
national. I believe that that is most 
relevant form of support and soli¬ 
darity revolutionaries in North 
America can engage in. We 
should direct our energies at 
actively disrupting the function¬ 
ings of the empire at its center by 
building movements that make re¬ 
volutionary demands—demands 
this system can not f ulfill and still 
survive. That is what I see as the 
“role or mission” of revolutionary 
anarchists in the imperialist coun¬ 
tries—transforming the crises in 
international capitalism precipitat¬ 
ed by national liberation struggles 
into revolutionauy situations. Illu¬ 
sions about national liberation 
movements can have very de¬ 
structive effects on the revolution¬ 
ary movement in the imperialist 
countries. When we foster illu¬ 
sions about the nature or the ac¬ 
complishments of “revolutionary” 
regimes we alienate pjeople from 
our own movements when the 
truth comes out. The persistent 


impulse of the more revolution- 
arily minded US left to hitch its 
wagon to groups like the FSLN 
has been disastrous. The defeat of 
the Sandinistas in an election all 
good progressives had spent 
months describing as fair was ob¬ 
viously a victory for US imperial¬ 
ism. It was also an eventuality the 
Central America solidarity move¬ 
ment was entirely imprepared for 
because it had been so uncritical 
of the FSLN. Furthermore, the illu¬ 
sions fostered about the San¬ 
dinistas encouraged a single 
minded focus on Central America 
that left most US radicals com¬ 
pletely imprepared for the shit hit¬ 
ting the fan in the Persian Gulf. 

I don’t trust people who dress 
up in military uniforms, have huge 
public portraits of themselves 
commisioned and who claim to 
speak for whole nations. I don’t 
trust people who break strikes 
and tell me it’s in the interests of 
the workers. I am sure that people 
inside the FMLN, FSLN, ANC and 
PAC are qmte capable of making 
the criticisms we have made and 
more. I am also pretty sure that 
they could expect to be shot or 
jailed for their efforts. 

Christopher Day 


Love and Rage is created by a network 
of supporters who are in general agree¬ 
ment with the Love and Rage Political 
Statement and contribute time, money, 
and energy to Love and Rage. Major deci¬ 
sions and overall policy are made when 
all the supporters gather for a con¬ 
ference. Less major interim decisions 
(consistent with decisions of the confer¬ 
ence) are made by an editorial council of 
people from many regions that meets 
several times a year in person and com¬ 
municates by phone and mail. Day-to-day 
decisions (consistent with decisions of 
the conference and the editorial council) 
are made by a production group resident 
in New York City, where the paper is' 
published. In some cities cuid regions, 
Love and Rage supporters have organiz¬ 
ed themselves to cooperate in support of 
the paper on the local level and they 
sometimes plug into the rest of the net¬ 
work through their group or collective. 
Other supporters work alone. 

Most Love and Rage supporters are ac¬ 
tive in efforts to change the world above 
and beyond publishing Love and Rage. 
Supporters are involved in a broad rainge 
of local groups and non-groups, publica¬ 
tions of various sorts, and issue networks 
and organizations that work nationally 
and internationally, and they often write 
about their activities in Love and Rage. 

The Love and Rage support network is 
not a closed circle of friends. If you are in 
general agreement with the Political 
Statement and are comfortable pledging 
your time, energy or money to our joint 
effort, you ceui become part of the net¬ 
work and particip)ate fully in the decision 
making process. Ask the person who 
sold or gave you the paper, or write to: 

Love and Rage 
Box 3 Prince St. Station 
New York. NY 10012 


Editorial Council 

Art Decco, Raleigh NC 
Billy, Brooklyn NY 
Chris, Brooklyn NY 
Christopher Day, New York NY 
Darrell Gordon, Chicago IL 
Gustavo Rodriguez, Miami FL 
James, Knoxville TN 
Jessica, New York NY 
Jimmy, New Orleans LA 
Johnnie, Atlanta GA 
Katie, Minneapolis MN 
Kieran Frazier, Minneapolis MN 
Laurie, Chicago IL 
Mitch, San Francisco CA 
Nik, Chicago IL 
Nissa, Berkeley CA 
Rachel, Madison Wl 
Roni, Detroit Ml 
Sunshine Smith, Berkeley CA 

ProductiBn Group: 

Terry, Paul, Mike, Matt, Jessica, 
Jane, Francine, Erica, Dan, 
Christopher, Chris, Chris, Billy. 

Translations by: 

Ron, Gustavo, Kathy, Chaz. 

The deadline for the November 
issue is Oct. 15 unless other 
arrangements are made. Articles can 
be faxed to: 

(212)925-7976 

Please call ahead before faxing to 
make sure the fax is hooked up. 
Thanx. 
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TurMyIhlivy INSnCMfT 


/ 'NSIDE-OUTSIDE IS A NEW 
Hungarian publication 
launched in June, 1990 by three 
Hungarians who live in London. 
We decided to start this publication 
because to our knowledge there is 
not a single Hungarian language 
newspaper or magazine published 
inside or outside of Hungary which 
could be considered "left wing" in 
the Western meaning of the term. 
Apart from the publications of the 
ex-rulers, who call themselves "so¬ 
cialist"—but whose commitment 
to any principle is very doubt¬ 
ful—the popular publications all 
mirror the recent U-tum of politics 
and thinking; they are, quite simp¬ 
ly, right-wing, pro-Western, pro- 
market demagogy. 

Although we have never sup¬ 
ported the form nor practice of the 
so-called "socialism" of Eastern 
Europe, we equally oppose capital¬ 
ism and its power to colonize and 
continuously shape and reshape 
the lives of all people on this planet. 
We do not agree with the popular 
Hungarian and Eastern European 
view that the market is the solution 
to problems there. We welcome the 
democratization of politics and life, 
but we are afraid this positive 
change will soon be undermined by 
the political transformations 
demanded by the future economic 
status of those coimtries as West¬ 
ern colonies (in the name of "eco¬ 
nomic aid"). 

We are worried about the recent 
shifts in alliances, for example, 
Hungary’s invitation to Botha of 
South Africa, their new friendship 
whth Chile, etc. Both Hungary and 
Poland invited the right-wing 
Adam Smith Institute to give them 
advice about economic solutions. 
In Poland the Institute advised 
them to privatize the public trans¬ 
portation system. It is highly likely 
that Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia and 
Poland will soon turn against the 
Third World countries which they 
supported willy-nilly until now, 
while they seem to have high re¬ 
gard for all Western leaders. One of 
the aims of our publication is to 
challenge the popular pro-capitalist 
views of the Hungarians, as well as 


other pro-Westem myths. 

While the Eastern-Europeans 
had a negative experience of "so¬ 
cialism" (or, to be precise, they had 
a negative experience of the abso¬ 
lute rule of a small group of people 
who called themselves "social¬ 
ists”), they have convinced them¬ 
selves that Western Europe is para¬ 
dise. They see the West through 
rose colored glasses, and imagine it 
offers them the opposite of their 
negative experiences in every field 
of life. We would like to show them 
the West, or rather Britain, the way 
we experience it from the "in¬ 
side”—honest information about 
the positive and negative aspects of 
individual life, social organization, 
political power and struggle in the 
West. We do not belong to any po¬ 
litical party in Britain (or anywhere 
else): we are independent of any 
particular established opinion. We 
will also give our views on the 
changes in Hungary and Eastern 
Europe from "outside.” We are out¬ 
siders and insiders in both coun¬ 
tries, and our perspective mirrors 
this strange position. That is why 
we have named our publication In¬ 
side-Outside. 

We discuss many issues which 
we think will be relevant to Hun¬ 
garian readers. We have seven sub¬ 
ject areas: 

(1) Hungary, Eastern Europe 
from "outside”; 

(2) Global capitalism; capitalism 
and Hungary; 

(3) England from "inside”: 

(4) "European” or "human"? 

(5) Criticism, theories, and alter¬ 
natives; 

(6) To eat or not to eat, and other 
green questions; 

(7) And something else. 

The first three refer to subjects al¬ 
ready mentioned. The fourth will 
involve articles on specific forms of 
oppression, the ideology of super¬ 
iority (Europeanism, racism, male 
supremacy, etc.), and the fight 
against these forms of oppression 
(feminism, anti-racism). The fifth 
suoject area is open; we will intro¬ 
duce various theories (including 
psycho-therapy, theories of learn¬ 
ing), analyses and alternative prac-_ 


tices (such as differences between 
Western and Eastern medicine; the 
Center for Alternative Technology). 

We will provide information on 
cooperative organizational forms, 
for excunple, self-help groups and 
co-ops; these forms of organization 
are unknown in Hungary because 
for over the past 45 years every¬ 
thing was based on command and 
obey, and prior to WW II the situa¬ 
tion was even worse, although 
nowadays they paint it rosy to justi¬ 
fy the new changes and aspira¬ 
tions. 

The sixth subject area refers to 
the destruction of our environment 
and our bodies. We wiU provide in¬ 
formation about the poisoning of 
our food and water systems, etc., 
and groups fighting that destruc¬ 
tion. We will analyse the possibili¬ 
ties and limitations of action, and 
the causes of the status quo. In the 
last section we will include pic¬ 
tures, jokes, stories, poems, letters. 

The first issue is ready. We aim to 
publish Inside-Out every other 
month, and it will have about 50 
pages. The problem is, at the mo¬ 
ment we only have money to dupli¬ 
cate a few copies. We urgently 
need donations in order to dupli¬ 
cate many more, and later to begin 
printing it. We also need money for 
postage—presently we can only 
send them free to the addresses of 
individuals we know. If the publica¬ 
tion becomes widely read we can 
engage proper distribution chan¬ 
nels, but until then we must sur¬ 
vive. In addition to money, other 
help would be welcomed too: 
assistance with art-vyork, transla¬ 
tion, research. Of course, we wel¬ 
come articles, and pictures too, if 
they fit the thinking of the publica¬ 
tion. For further information, dona¬ 
tions, or offers of help, write: 
Inside-Outside 
Katalin Boldog 
Box Number 111 
Sisterwrite Bookshop 
190 Upper Street 
London, N1 
England 

Please send only International 
Money Orders, cash, or U.K. checks. 


S(tvM AssodaOM (M SdhMMai^ 
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ESISTANCE," THE AS- 
sociation of Self-Manag- 
^ing Trade-Unions (ASM- 
FTU)is: 

FREE, that means independent 
of State and Party organizations • 
and administration. Any relations 
with these bodies are built on the 
basis of dialogue, not subordina¬ 
tion. Delegates to ASMTU are in¬ 
dependent of other organizations 
they may be members of. They are 
obliged to fulfil their mandate given 
by members of ASMTU and may be 
recalled at any time. ASMTU does 
not support any political party and 
does not pairticipate in parliamen¬ 
tary elections. 

SELF-MANAGING, based on the 
full autonomy of grass-roots union 
organizations. These form coor¬ 
dinating bodies made from their 
delegates and determine the 
powers of these organs by mutual 
agreement. Grass-roots union or¬ 
ganizations have the right to set the 
policy of their delegates and to 
recall them at any time. 


SYNDICALIST, striving for the 
gradual elimination of administra¬ 
tion through self-management and 
independent federally oriented 
modes of organization. The means 
of production should pass into the 
hands of those who work with 
them. ASMTU actively participates 
in workers’ political life and eco¬ 
nomic struggle. 

ASMTU "Resistance" has the 
rights and obligations stipulated 
under the International Convention 
on Workers’ Organizations. Each 
union organization in ASMTU de¬ 
termines its own finances and 
membership conditions. 

To realize their goals, grass-roots 
union organizations unite volun¬ 
tarily in the ASMTU federation on 
territorial, industrial and other 
bases. ASMTU’s finances, its coor- 
dinative and representative func¬ 
tions are implemented by its feder¬ 
al councils. Delegates composing 
the federal coimcils are elected on a 
proportional basis. 

Grass-roots union organizations 


in ASMTU enjoy full control of their 
own property and finances. 

Federal councils pass decisions 
by majority vote of their full comple¬ 
ment. They form ongoing and spe¬ 
cial commissions for the realization 
of concrete programs and for deter¬ 
mining the competence of such 
commissions. 

The finances of ongoing commis¬ 
sions set up unanimously by the 
federal council are determined by 
majority vote of the delegates. 
Finances are provided in part by the 
grass-roots union organizations 
and by the fund-raising activity of 
the relevant commission. 

We have no contact address for 
Resistemce, but you can write them 
via the Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists: 

Vladimir Gubarev 
117279 Moscow, 
ul. Miklukho-Maklaya 38 KV. 

136 USSR 

—Translated from Russian 
by Will Firth 
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Poles demonstrate at US Embassy in Warsaw for abortion rights in the US. Abortion may very soon 
be outlawed in Poland. 


T he pro femina associa- 

tion began our activity with 
a wide public protest against 
the penalization of abortion. Accor¬ 
ding to legislation submitted to Par¬ 
liament, every woman who choos¬ 
es abortion, as well as the doctor 
helping her, could be accused and 
sentenced up to three years in 
prison. 

Spontaneously, many indepen--., 
dent groups, mainly student ones, 
began to collect signatures for their 
petitions to the Parliament and the 
Ministry of Health and Social Atten¬ 
dance. On April 28th the leaders of 
those separate groups decided to 
join together in order to coordinate 
their efforts. 

Postponement of the projected 
law imtil the end of the current term 
of Parliament was the first success 
of organized public opinion. The 
next step was the founding, on 
June 6th, of the association Pro 
Femina. 

Its main aims are wider than 
simply fighting the criminalization 
of abortion. Point 4 of our Statute 
reads: 


‘ ‘The aims of the Association are: 
—defending the rights and 
human dignity of women in public, 
professional and political hfe; 

—fighting against the moral and 
social discrimination of women; 

—propagating responsibility 
and culture in sexual life; 

—cooperating and exchanging 
information with organizations and 
institutions proclaiming the Scune 
tasks.” 

If you share these ideas, join us! 

Ewa Balcerak 
ul. Turmoncka 19 m. 102 
03-254 Warsaw 
POLAND 


Ewa Dabrowska-Szulc 
ul. Z.W.M. 17 m. 2 
02-786 Warsaw 
POLAND 


Hanna Janl^wska 
ul. Panska 5 m. 144 
00-124 Warsaw 
POLAND 


Viyosiav UNTivijas 


T he group kamov was 

formed in Paris by young 
libertarian Yugoslavians liv¬ 
ing in France or oscillating be¬ 
tween France and Yugoslavia. This 
group bears the name of Janko 
Polic Kamov, an anarchist and 
much criticized poet occupying a 
very important place in Croatian 
literature, who died in Barcelona in 
1910 at the age of 24. 

This informal group consists of 
people belonging already for the 
most part to diverse libertarian col¬ 
lectives or organizations and who, 
being sensitive to the events 
which are taking place in their 
coimtry of origin, wished to work 
together disseminating libertarian 
idesLS in Yugoslavia and within the 
Yugoslavian community in France, 
organizing various militant actions 
concerning Yugoslavia, and inform¬ 
ing the (libertarian) French public 
about the situation in their country 
— the information being given by 
the mainstream press appearing to 
them to be, in effect, insufficient 
and erroneous, reproducing the 
points of view, by no means objec¬ 
tive, of the Yugoslavian state or of 
certain nationalist lobbies and 
justifying the choices of the French 
state concerning Yugoslavia, 
while remaining quiet about the 
nature of these choices. 

Thus the ferocious repression 
beating down on Kosovo is 
presented as a measure to prevent 
inter-ethnic conflicts between Ser¬ 
bians and Albanians, although it 
only results in deepening the gulf 
between the two communities. In 


effect, the victims are all victims of 
the repression and they are always 
Albanians. But in order to frighten 
the Occident the Serbian press has 
even discovered "Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism" among the 
militants of Kosovo. 

The group Kamov intends to 
combat all nationalisms, all states 
—unitary, federal or confederal— 
and all the masters who intend to 
rule in Yugoslavia, even if they are 
democratically elected as is begin¬ 
ning to happen. The group Kamov 
can be contacted at: 

Kamov 

145 rue Amelot 
75001 Paris, France 


ON GOGOL BOULEVARD (OGB) is the 
bulletin of New York City Neither Elast Nor 
West, networking East and West alternative 
oppositions and printing news and 
documents unavailable in the corporate or 
"left” media. We are now also attempting to 
bring Third and Fourth World activists into 
these efforts. This regular OGB section in Love 
and Rage will serve the same function. We en¬ 
courage all those involved in' ‘neither East nor 
West" type activity to regularly contribute to 
this section. Please address letters, reports, 
documents, debate, etc., directly to OGB. 

This is not a section for anarchists only. We 
are interested in all things promoting freedom, 
such as worker's, women’s, minority and gay 
liberation, environmental and anti-militarist 
issues, and anything pursuing paths other 
than the capitalist and state bureaucratic 
models. 

By the way, Gogol Boulevard is a noted 
hang-out for Moscow’s counter-culture — see 
you there! Subscriptions to OGB are $5. Con¬ 
tact On Gogol Boulevard at: 

Neither East Nor West 
528 Fifth Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
tel.: (718)499-7720 
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AVINAFia 

UPDA1E 

A VI NAFTEL’S ALREADY 
bad situation is quickly 
^becoming worse. In April of 
this year he was transferred to the 
Rincon Unit and immediately was 
singled out for constant harass¬ 
ment. The harassment included fre¬ 
quent “write-ups’'by the guards, 
but he was found not guilty of all 
the disciplinary charges. On Aug¬ 
ust 29,1990, he was issued a write¬ 
up alleging that he was “selling 
protection,’’ and charged with ex¬ 
tortion. Avi was placed in “in¬ 
vestigative lock-down," but was 
again found not guilty. He was re¬ 
leased into general population, but 
within 24 hours a guard “found” a 
note in his ceU saying “Avi, you are 
in danger”; he was then placed in 
involuntary segregation for his 
“protection.” 

On Oct. 12th he was seen by the 
unit reclassification, which recom¬ 
mended that he stay at a high se¬ 
curity level, although ADOC policy 
mandates a lower security rating 
due to time in present status, and 
lack of disciplinary convictions. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the committee recom¬ 
mended that Avi be transferred to 
The Douglas Facility, which is inac¬ 
cessible to visitors and attorneys, 
as weU as a known trouble spot for 
gang racism. Because of the impen¬ 
ding transfer, the “extortion” set¬ 
up, and the on-going problems and 
haraissment, Avi has decided that 
he needs a lawyer. 

This is the first time that Avi has 
had to hire a lawyer. He needs our 


help to raise funds, and quickly. He 
feels that he will need to raise 
$2,500, and if he wins his suit and is 
awarded monetary damages, he 
will do aU he can to repay all dona¬ 
tions. Obviously, loads of money is 
not something that many of us 
have, but even a few bucks will 
help a bit. Letters of support and en¬ 
couragement to Avi would also be 
appreciated. Let him know that we 
remember him. Avi’s address is: 

Avi Naftel #45287 
Arizona State Prison 
10,000 S. Wilmot Road 
Tucson, AZ 85777 USA 
Letters to prison officials will also 
help. Write: 

Jim McFadden 
Central Classification 
Arizona Dept, of Corrections 
1601 W. Jefferson 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 USA 
Phone: 201-255-5536 
Ask that Avi's security 
reclassification score be lowered 
from 4/1 to 3/1 and that he be mov¬ 
ed to Perryville Phoenix so that his 
family and friends may visit. Men¬ 
tion the harassment by staff in Tuc¬ 
son and ask him to expedite the 
transfer. 

Warden Jim Thomas 
Tucson Complex 
Same address as Avi 
Ask him to release Avi from 
detention. 

Please do not send funds directly 
to Avi but do write him and let him 
know what you sent and the date 
you sent it on. Funds and support 
messages can be sent to: 

Attorney Bob Pomeroy 
41 S. 6th Ave. 

Tucson, 

AZ 85702 USA 
Phone: 602-884-1661 
or through us at: 

NY A.B.C. 

P.O. Box 20521 
Tompkins Sq. Stn. 

New York,N.Y. 10009 USA 



CONIACIS 

To learn more about political 

prisoners, prisoners of war and 

prisons in North America write to 

any or all of the following groups: 

Anarchist Black Cross 

Bulldozer 

Toronto 

P.O. Box 5052, Stn. A 

P.O. Box 6326, Stn. A 

Toronto, Ont, M5W 1W4 

Toronto, Ont, M5W 1P7 

Canada 

Canada 



Leonard Peltier 

Anarchist Black Cross 

Defense Committee 

Vancouver 

P.O. Box 583 

P.O. Box 2881 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Vancouver, B.C., 


V6B 3X4 

Committee to End the Marion 

Canada 

Lockdown 


343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 

Anarchist Black Cross 

Chicago, iL 60604 

New York 


P.O. Box 20521, 

Project 1313 

Tompkins Sq. Stn. 

P.O. Box 1313 

New York, NY 10009 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Anarchist Biack Cross 

Wimmin Prisoner 

San Lorenzo 

Support Network 

P.O. Box 215 

P.O. Box 770, Stn. P 

San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

Toronto, Ont, M5S 2Z1 

Anarchist Black Cross 

Canada 


Latino Americana 


P.O. Box 45-1208 


Miami, FL 33245 



ANARCHIST 
PRISONER 
PABLO SERRANO 
1RANSFERED 

P ABLO SERRANO, AN ANAR- 
chist prisoner involved in the 
hungerstrike by prisoners in 
Spain has been transfered. He was 
moved to the Canary Islands where 
he is almost totally cut off from 
friends, family, and supporters. 

His living situation is bleak, with 
18 hour lock-up and no chance to 
work, he is isolated. Surveillance at 
the prison is heavy, apd all his mail 
is opened. Letters of support can be 
sent to: 

Pablo Serrano 
Centro Penitenciario 
Tenerife 2 modulo 2 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
Spain 



Pablo Serrano 


FREBIOM NOW! 1RIBUNAL 
DECEMBER 7-10 


O N DECEMBER 7-10, 1990, 
at Huntir ColTege in New 
York City, the first Interna¬ 
tional Tribunal on Political Prison¬ 
ers amd Prisoners of War will be 
held before a panel of renowned in¬ 
ternational jurists. Co-sponsored by 
Himter’s Department of Black and 
Puerto Rican Studies and Freedom 
Now!, this activity is being conven¬ 
ed by a broad grouping of human 
rights activists, prisoner support 
groups, and groups from the pro¬ 
gressive and religious commimi- 
ties. The tribunal will focus on ex¬ 
posing the violations of human 


rights of US political prisoners aU 
bver'Sie world. We hope you will 
support and attend activities de¬ 
signed to publicize and build for the 
Tribunal. Most importantly, we 
urge you to attend the Tribunal it¬ 
self. It will provide a unique oppor¬ 
tunity for education and organizing 
around political prisoners/POWs. 
For information contact: 


Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon 
Tribunal Office 
24 E. 116th St. 
New York, NY 10029 



"REHEMBS" BimONS 


Toronto A.B.C. is selling buttons for 
fund-raising for $1.00 each. They 
claim that the “remember” buttons 
are “ultra fashionable, super chic.” 
They must be cool so send for one, 
or more. 

A.B.C. Toronto 
P.O. Box 6326 Stn. A. 

Toronto, Ontario, M5W 1p7 
Canada 
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SBCOUKAMBUI 


S EKOU KAMBUI, ALSO 
known as William Turk, is a 
prisoner of conscience here in 
America. In the 60’s he was active 
in the Civil Rights movement, or¬ 
ganizing students for participation 
in demonstrations and marches 
across Alabama. He was also active 
in providing security for meetings 
for SCLC, CORE and SNCC, and 
worked to establish community 
education programs for children. 

In 1967, he became involved in 
the Black Panther Party in Chicago 
and later became active in the Black 
Liberation Army in Detroit. He re¬ 
turned to Birmingham where he 
used his commimity organizing ex¬ 
perience with the Alabama Black 
Liberation Front, the Inmates for 
Action Defense Committee and the 
Afro-American Peoples' Party of 
Birmingham. 

Kambui was arrested on January 
2, 1975 and was wrongfully charg¬ 
ed with the murder of two persons. 
He was unjustly convicted by an all- 
white jury and subsequently sen¬ 
tenced to two consecutive Me sen¬ 
tences. How did it happen that an 
innocent man was convicted? In 
Sekou’s case it occured because of 
his political activities and effective 
organizing work throughout the 
country. He became a target and 
victim of FBI harassment. His name 
was entered on the Ust of so-called 
“undesirables” by the state of Ala¬ 
bama’s Secret Intelligence Agency 
and the Special Forces Team of the 
Birmingham Police Department. He 
was placed on their list for murder 
br^il’l e^aTlmpnsBnri^^ TfrfW^ 
known assassination attempts were 
unsuccessful. But the imprison¬ 
ment was accomplished by a State 
and FBI organized conspiracy 
through the use of a racially biased 
white jury, manufactured and co- 
erced-perjured testimony, illegal 
suppression of exculpatory evi¬ 
dence and fraudulent evidence 
manufactured to implicate his in¬ 
volvement with those responsible 
for the crime. 

During his imprisonment, Sekou 
has done a great deal of legal and 
educational work. He assisted in or¬ 
ganizing material for the James v. 
Wallace and Pugh v. Locke litiga¬ 
tions which successfully chronicled 
the dehumanizing conditions and 
unconstitutional prison system in 
which Alabama prisoners are being 
held. 

In March 1989, an Alabama court 
system found that that prison and 
state officials were guilty of violat¬ 
ing his rights, withholding his legal 
materials and interfering with his 
mail. He has been denied parole 
three consecutive times. 

For further information contact 
Sekou’s defense committee thru: 

Rev. Ralph and Lou Galt 
Box 561 

Pleasant Hill, TN 38578 


You can also write: 

Sekou Kambui (William Turk) 
#113,058 
100 Warrior Lane 
Bessemer, AL 35023 
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REFUSING TO BEAMAN 


(Continued from Cover) 

traits. A set of physical traits doesn’t grant one sex superiority 
over an "other.” To make a set of traits into a social reality, 
whether the male sex-class or the Aryan race, requires a 
tremendous amount of force and violence. Ultimately it re¬ 
quires the eradication, or the subordination, of the “other.” 

Rape and sexual terrorism are the obvious expressions of 
male violence. Militarism is institutionalized male violence. 
Enforcing the reality of the political idea of "a male sex” is the 
sole function of this violence. Apart from the constant enforce¬ 
ment of the idea of the male sex, the idea itself would cease to 
have any meaning (except F>erhaps with regard to reproduc¬ 
tive biology). If we stop the systematic oppression of "non¬ 
male” then “male” ceases to have meaning. No one would 
think there were ways of being that were appropriate to a 
member of the class "male,” there would be no such class to 
belong to. 

As Stoltenberg puts it: "That doesn’t mean there wouldn’t 
be penises, and ejaculate, and prostate glands and such. It 
simply means that the center of our selfhood would not be re¬ 
quired to reside in an utterly fictitious category—a category 
that only seems real to the extent that those outside it are put 
do’wn.” 

'The way we are socialized to be men and not girls is the in¬ 
stillation of this constant vigilance needed to sustain belief in 
male superiority. We learn to avoid the “nonmale” behaviors 
and to ridicule "sissies” and beat up "fags.” To give up this 
constant vigilance is to become a traitor to the sex-class male. 
If we are truly serious about a revolution we will join the 
sissies and the fags in a revolt against the constricting defini¬ 
tion of a male sex-class. 

For men to revolt requires a knowledge of the territory 
within the male sex class, and how to cross the borders. 
Stoltenberg maps out the territory of the fictitiotis sex-class 
male in this collection of essays. The violence used to maintain 
male supremacy is carried out on aU levels: physical, psychic, 
emotional sind spiritual. And in all our relations: friendships, 
sexual relations, families, institutions, and political relations. 
The gender-specific ethics used to justify this violence are 
outlined in the essay "Rapist Ethics.” 

A traitor to the sex-class male rejects these ethics. It is a re¬ 
jection which requires an unequivocal belief in equality. It re¬ 
quires a rigorous commitment to responsibility and accoun¬ 
tability. 

Gay, Bi, or straight, sex is an important site for this revolu¬ 
tion to occur. Stoltenberg invites each man "to become an 
erotic traitor to male supremacy.” This involves a profound 
personal transformation for most of us. Stoltenberg offers 
some advice that challenged me to come up with a new way to 
have sex. 

First, "consent is absolutely essential.” This goes totally 
against the romantic notions I was socialized to; that sex is 
something beautiful and I will naturally know what to do and 
when. Consent involves communication. "How do you know 
there is consent? You ask.” And ask again at each jimcture. 

Second, "mutuality is absolutely essential.” I learned that I 
should try and get what I could—first base, second base, third 
base, aU the way. "Sex is not about doing and being done to; it 
is about being-with and feeling-with.” 


Third, "respect is absolutely essential.” I learned that my 
partner was mine; my cunt, my honey-pot, whatever. Even if I 
only said it as a joke, I had no basis on which to believe my 
partner was a person whose feelings mattered as much as my 
ovsm, no basis on which to respect the integrity of their body, 

"If we are truly serious about 
a revolution we wHl join the 
sissies and the fags in a revolt 
against the constricting de£ni- 
tion of a male sex-class.” 

of their person. In my life, sex is the most difficult place for me 
to carry on this revolt. While I am often stuck in fear and 
shame, this revolt has been the most empowering struggle in 
my attempts to build anti-authoritarian relationships at all 


:,v . ! ; ! i , jfim j . 

levels: intimate to global. 

Stoltenberg also maps the territory of male supremacy in 
other relations: pornography, reproductive rights, militarism, 
rape, homophobia, and heterosexism. There is much here to 
recommend this book to anyone interested in smashing 
patriarchy. \ 

There are a few points that pander to hboral reform, and 
seem out of context with refusing to be a man. Stoltenberg 
supports the Dworkin/McKirmon Civil Rights Anti-Pomogra- 


phy ordinance in an essay about its history. It is a fascinating 
history and there is much to learn from it. Like the ERA the 
Civil Rights Anti-Pomography ordinance would grant women 
equality and hold men accountable for women’s oppression. 
But this analysis fails to look pragmatically at the nature of the 
patriarchal police state. Believing that the state could ever 
allow the law to be used to a degree that it threatens male 
power and state control of women’s bodies is absurd. 
Ultimately it is a statist argument. Much the same goes for his 
appeal for disarmament. Apparently Stoltenberg does not ap¬ 
ply his critique of maleness to the patriarchal institutions 
which abide by the same set of imjust rapist ethics. 

While Stoltenberg has obviously learned the lessons of the 
false "sexual revolution” of the 70s, he apparently has not 
learned the lessons of the liberal co-optation of the abortion 
rights movement and the anti-war movement. Indeed, the 
Civil Rights Anti-Pomography ordinance came out of a radical 
feminist grassroots anti-pom movement, which was effective¬ 
ly divided and conquered by the veto of this biU. 

John Stoltenberg has learned the lessons of men's refusal to 
deal with sexism, and the co-optation of anti-sexism in the 
radical community over, the Icist 25 years. His leist three chap¬ 


ters comprise a section entitled "Activism and Moral 
Selfhood” in which he lays it on the line that each of us men is 
just one step away from selling out our anti-sexism. This 
powerful list works as an inventory for men to check out how 
tme we are being to our revolt against male sexual identity. 

Are. we the men of conscience who will do little or nothing 
about sexism (our own and others)? Or are we the men who 
are engaged in a revolt encompassing our total being against 
I the authoritarian patriarchal definition of maleness? 
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MayDay 29 
To Trial 


O N OCTOBER 6. 11 FELONY 
indictments were handed 
dov\m in the case of the May- 
day 29. The defendants all pleaded 
not guilty to the charges of felony 
riot and assault on police officers. 
Days before, other Mayday defen¬ 
dants were offered plea bargains on 
a variety of misdemeanor charges. 
The bargains were unanimously re¬ 


jected, with one defendant stating 
that he would settle only for a ‘ 'writ¬ 
ten apology” from the city. It ap¬ 
pears that one of the most in¬ 
teresting politiced trials in recent 
New York City history is shaping 
up for next spring. The main issue 
in the case will be the right of a com¬ 
munity to defend itself against 
police brutality. 


Defendant Lori Rizzo introduced 
a motion demanding that, in view 
of the issues of police brutality and 
class oppression in question at the 
trial, court officers and police be re¬ 
quired to surrender their weapons 
upon entering the courtroom. The 
motion points out that "equal 
rights means equal firepower.” It 
also demands that either the 


Amerikkkan flag be removed from 
the courtroom or that the defen¬ 
dants be permitted to display the 
black flag, which represents their 
anarchist ideas, during the trial. 

The Mayday 29 are political ac¬ 
tivists arrested on May 1, 1990, 
after the Resist to Exist/Squatter 

(Continued on page 12) 


Love and Rage is a monthly an a r c h ist newspaper in- 
tended to foster revolutionary anti-authoritarito activ¬ 
ism in North America. We will provide coverage of so¬ 
cial struggles, world events, anarchist actions and cul¬ 
tures of resistance. We will supjpxjit the struggles of op> 
prossed people around the vrorld for control over their 
ovm lives. Anarchy offers the broadest px)S8ible cri¬ 
tique of domination, making pxjssiWe a framework for 
unity in all struggles for liberation. We seek to under¬ 
stand the systems we live under for ourselves and re¬ 
ject any prepackaged ideology. Anarchi sm is a living 
body of theory and practice connected directly to the 
lived exp^eriences of oppressed p)eople fighting for 
their own liberation. We anticipjate the constant and 
radical revision of o\ir ideas as a necessary pMurt of any 
revolutionary process. 

Lova and Rag« la rewlutlonary 

We support the overthrow of all forms of authoritari¬ 
an social relations and the creation of a society based 
on cooperation, solidarity and mutual aid. We recog¬ 
nize that social revolution can only be made by the op>- 
pressed majority of humanity in a movement that they 
conttol themselves. We sup>px)rt the use of whatever 
means are necessary to emancipate humanity and 
bring an end to the war, pxjverty, hunger and misery 
generated by the existing system. We support the 
emergence of a fighting movement as a step toward 
making the social revolution. 

Lova and Raga is anti-statist. 

We opix>so all States whether they call themselves 
capitalist or communist. 



Lova and Rags It anti-capitalist. 

We sup^rt all efforts to overthrow all forms of class 
rule and state p>ower. We support strikes and other 
forms of workers struggle for control of the means of 
production. 


ruco ana au ouiei ianus. we ux 

the US. Federal State. We support the destruction of 
the Soviet Empire and the liberation of its p>eopl8S. We 
are for the destruction of Apjaitheid, the IMF, World 
Bank, multi-national corpxwations and other fopns of 
imp)6rialism. 


Love and Rage is anti-racist. 

We fight against white supremacy and work for the 
creation of societies that respect cultural diversity. We 
support the self-determination of Mexicans, Chicanos, 
Native Americans and other oppressed groupjs. We 
recognize the spsecial oppression of African-Americans 
since slavery to the present and fight for the liberation 
and self-determination of Black p>eople in the US. We 
fight the resurgence of anti-Asian and anti-Arab rac¬ 
ism. We take front rank in the fight against racist skin¬ 
head, klan, nazi and cop terror. 


Love and Rag# la antl-aaxis!. 

We are for the liberation and self-determination of all 
womyn. We are fighters against pjatriarchy and for the 
empowerment of womyn. This mecuis, minimally, un¬ 
questionable reproductive freedom for all womyn re¬ 
gardless of race or economic status and a world free of 
sexist violence. We recognize that the opDpression of 
womyn is necessary to the continued functioning of 
the State. The State will not solve our problems. Our lib¬ 
eration lies in the overthrow of the State. 


Levs tnd R»0« is antHmptrlallst. 

We support the right of self-determination of nation¬ 
alities oppressed by the various forms of imperialism. 
We fight to get the US. out of Central America, Puerto 


Love and Rage supports Lesbian, Biaffactlonata (Bisexual) 
and Qay liberation. 

We reject the compulsory heterosexuality of the j5a- 
triarchal fcunily, and suppjort attempjts to foster a diver¬ 



sity of consensual human relationships and sexuality. 

Love and Rage will sup>port the etrugglee of youth against 
their specific oppression. 

Love and Rage makes a special effort to provide a 
platform fox youth. We recognize that the revolutionary 
future lies with the youth. 

Love and Rage supports the struggle against the domina¬ 
tion of the natural worid. 

We recognize that the current industrial ordei; built 
on the exploitation of the planet and its inhabitants, 
has given rise to an ecological crisis that threatens the 
very survivalof life on the planet. We supjpjortthe move¬ 
ments that resist further destruction of the planet. We 
see'^^the need for the revolutionary transformation of 
our relations with the planet and the species on it. We 
want to stop and reverse the destruction of the wilder¬ 
ness. We want to stop and reverse the pxjisoning of the 
air, land and water. We are against the exploitation of 
animals in factory farming and testing systems. We op- 
pose the attacks by the State on the animal liberation 
movement. 

This statement does not attempt to include aU issues 
of concern to anarchists and anti-authoritarians, nor 
does Love and Rage pretend to fully understand, or be 
fully united on, all issues. We do not pnnport to repre¬ 
sent the full spjectrum of diversity in the contemporary 
anarchist movement. We will not shy away from con- 
troverey. We will always seek the input of our readers 
and other activists in our efforts to advance both our 
own understanding and that of the movements we 
serve. 
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MIAMI; RACISM AND REPRESSION 

BY Gustavo Rodriguez 


O NCE AGAIN, WE ARE WTT- 
nessing a wave of brutality, 
police repression and rac¬ 
ism in Miami which has led to an in¬ 
crease in racial tensions among the 
different communities in this 
Southeastern city. 

Like the rest of us in the United 
States of Amerikkka, the residents 
of Miami live under a system of 


apartheid, adapted to local condi¬ 
tions. This is apparent not only in 
the segregation of the various eth¬ 
nic communities, but also in the 
fact that the system establishes dis¬ 
crete categories of citizenship. 

Logically enough, the Haitians in 
Miami are subject to these condi¬ 
tions. Concentrated in the North¬ 
west section of the Black communi¬ 
ty in their own community, "Little 
Haiti,” they are victims of a subtle 
form of segregation. In addition, 
they are discriminated against in a 
dual fashion, first on account of 
their race, and second because of 
their nationality. 

Within this racist and classist 
framework of North American 
apartheid, the Haitians wind up in 
the third or lowest class in tripli¬ 


cate: because they are Black, be¬ 
cause they are foreigners, and be¬ 
cause they are not recognized as 
political refugees. The Haitian refu¬ 
gees are not only discriminated 
against by the racist Anglos in the 
first class of citizens eind by the Hi- 
spanics in the second class. They 
will also run into discrimination 
eind hostility from the US Black pop¬ 


ulation because there are so few op¬ 
portunities open to Black people. 

On top of all this, the Haitians are 
discriminated against by govern¬ 
ment agencies, first and foremost 
by the Immigration and Naturaliza¬ 
tion Service (INS). Every year, 
thousands of Hsiitians, propelled by 
terrible political, social, and eco¬ 
nomic conditions, flee to the shores 
of the United States in search of 
asylum. But despite the conditions 
they are escaping from, most of 
these people are deported back to 
Haiti. 

This is because the US govern¬ 
ment does not recognize Haitieins 
as political refugees but only grants 
them the status of "economic refu¬ 
gees." This not only limits their 
ability to enter the US, but it also ig¬ 


nores the brutal repression and po¬ 
litical crimes carried out for years 
by the brutal Duvalier dictatorship 
of "Papa Doc” and "Baby Doc.” 

In spite of recent cosmetic chang¬ 
es in the political situation in Haiti, 
the current reality there is stifling. It 
is enough to recall the elections of 
1987, when those who dared to go 
to the polls were massacred. 


Despite this, and despite the 
dangers they face when they try to 
leave, when Haitians are intercept¬ 
ed by Coast Guard vessels, they are 
imediately returned to Haiti as part 
of a bi-lateral agreement Baby Doc 
signed with then President Reagan 
in 1981. Since that time, more the 
25,000 Haitians have been 
deported. 

Those Haitians who do succeed 
in reaching the coasts of the US can¬ 
not yet claim victory. While the 
Cubans who escape from Castro’s 
Stalinist regime Eire greeted with 
open arms (consistent with the 
Yankee ploy of only recognizing 
misery and repression in the enemy 
camp), the Haitians who step foot 
on the "land of opportunity" are 
arrested and immediately transfer¬ 


red to the INS’s Krome Detention 
Center in Homestead, where they 
are kept as prisoners, under terrible 
conditions, for months. 

An indication of the severity of 
these conditions is the fact that at 
the end of November 1988,200 Hai¬ 
tians held in the Krome Center 
went on a himger strike to protest 
the abuse and violations of human 
rights they were being subjected 
to. As a result, a small number were 
releeised on parole, but only those 
who had immediate family (par¬ 
ents, spouses or children) in the US 
who would vouch for them. 

Even after evading the Coast 
Gueird and avoiding deportation 
after being detained in the Krome 
Center, being released on parole 
does not solve the problems of the 
Haitian refugees. In the first place, 
being paroled doesn’t necessarily 
mean being given permission to 
work. Second, a parolee designated 
an economic refugee is subject to 
deportation if and when the gov¬ 
ernment so decides. Third, even af¬ 
ter one has gotten permission to 
work, Haitians are discriminated 
against when they try to collect un¬ 
employment, foodstamps or medi¬ 
cal aid. 

On Friday, June 29, a relatively 
small incident ignited the long 
smoldering anger of the Haitian 
community in southern Florida. 
The incident occurred in a clothing 
store, the Rapid Transit Factory 
Outlet, owned by a Mr. Reyes. 
When a Haitian patron insisted that 
he be treated like anybody else and 
that the owners alter a pair of pants 
he was buying on installment, 
Reyes’ son beat him. Although this 
may have been an isolated incident, 
it provoked vigorous protests from 
members of the Haitian community 
and attracted the attention of local 
radio stations. This in turn led to a 
violent demonstration in front of 
the Rapid Transit Factory Outlet 
store that mobilized hundreds of 
Haitians sick and tired of the dis¬ 
crimination and other forms of op¬ 
pression they have suffered from. 
After a while, the demonstration 
got hot. Demonstrators broke the 
glass of the display windows of the 
store and ripped down the illumina¬ 
ted sign, trapping the owner inside. 
Eventually, the police had to inter¬ 
vene on behalf of the victimizer, 
who in their eyes was now the ‘'vic- 










tim” of the "rioters.” 

As always happens, opportunist 
and dishonest elements tried to 
take control of, and take credit for, 
the spontaneous anger of the Hai¬ 
tian community, issuing state¬ 
ments and press releases and gen¬ 
erally acting as spokespersons. 
There were also plenty of political 
commentators who accused the 
demonstrators of having a variety 
of political affiliations, everything 
from "pro-Castro” to "anarchist.” 

The protests lasted a week, dur¬ 
ing the course of which tempers 
subsided. The demonstrations 
grew simultaneously larger and 
more peaceful. Despite this, on 
'Thursday, July 5, the Miami police 
savagely attacked a peaceful dem¬ 
onstration of about 100 Haitians in 
front of the store. Men, women, and 
children were beaten with clubs 
and dozens were injured. Although 
the police claim 58 were arrested, 
others claim the number was more 
than 70,30 of whom are now being 
detained in the Krome Center, 
threatened with the prospect of 
deportation. The police hostility to 
the Haitian community as a whole 
is shown by the fact that they not 
only arrested those who par¬ 
ticipated in a demonstration, but 
also those Haitians who were 
waiting for the bus on the same 
block where the confrontation took 
place, as weU as Haitians shopping 
at nearby stores. 

Despite the repression they’ve 
faced, the demonstrations in front 
of the store are continuing. The Hai¬ 
tian community is fed up with dis¬ 
crimination and other types of 
abuse, and they are not going to 
stand for it any longer. It’s time that 
the Haitians’ long-standing strug¬ 
gle for complete freedom is recog¬ 
nized. Haitians must be granted the 
status of "political refugees." We 
must all speak out against the 
human rights violations committed 
against the Haitians, both back 
home in Haiti, and here in "the land 
of the free.” 


MEMO 

BUCKS 

Here it is, another issue of Love 
and Rage. And its late. Better late 
than never. But if we don’t get 
some money soon, thats when the 
next issue will come out, never. 

Last issue we issued a plea for 
money. And a lot has come in. But 
not enough to keep us going. It 
really Is touch and go. So if you ha¬ 
ven’t sent us money yet, now is the 
time. 

We think Love and Rage Is do¬ 
ing something important —pro¬ 
viding regular revolutionary and 
anti-authoritarian news and 
analysis. We think this newspaper 
is an essential part of building a 
serious anarchist movement in 
North America In the 1990s. This 
newspaper is paid for out of the 
pockets people just like you — 
committed anti-authoritarian ac¬ 
tivists just getting by working 
some crummy job, but willing to 
put In $10, $25 or $100 a month to 
support this project. 

If you share our belief that Love 
and Rage needs to survive, please 
help us now. Become a monthly 
pledger or just send us a one-time 
donation. But please send your 
check or money order now to: 

Love and Rage 
Box 3, Prince St. Station 
New York, NY 10012 

Tax deductible donations caii be 
made out to the Aspect Founda¬ 
tion, if that’ll make things easier. 
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war res 


"Well Bum Your Fucking Banks" 

BY Matt Black 


A pproximately 40 anar- 

chists responded to a call to 
form an anarchist contin¬ 
gent to the October 20 march and 
rally in New York City against the 
war in the Persian Gulf. The contin¬ 
gent met a few blocks from Colum¬ 
bus Circle rally site, and then mar¬ 
ched to the circle behind a barmer 
that read “Fight The State, Not Its 
Wars." 

While the march organizers pre¬ 
sented speeiker after speaker, more 
people joined the contingent, so 
that by the time the march started 
there were over 100 people march¬ 
ing with the black banner. 

Although the meurch was calm, 
and honestly somewhat boring, the 
anarchist contingent and others 
marching nearby brought humor 


and life to their section of the 
crowd. Several times the contin¬ 
gent simply stopped and waited for 
a minute or more, then, jumping up 
and down and whooping, the con¬ 
tingent ran forward, making up the 
gap at fuU speed. Needless to say, 
this upset the cops and the march 
organizers, both of whom had ap¬ 
parently expected a dull day. 

Chanting old favorites like 
“1-2-3-4, We Don't Want Your Fuck¬ 
ing War, 5-6-7-8, Organize To 
Smash The State," the contingent 
also staged two die-ins; dropping 
dead, then getting up before the po¬ 
lice moved in (though once just 
barely). Flags and replica draft 
cards were burned. 

The contingent was initiated by 
Autonomous Anarchist Action, 


Ihe Anti-War Movement: 
Which Way Forward? 


The following leaflet was 
distributed by Autonomous Anar¬ 
chist Action at the October 20 
demonstration in New York deman¬ 
ding the withdrawal of US troops 
from the Middle East. 

T he war IN THE MIDDLE 
East is a conflict between the 
expansionist ambitions of 
Iraq and the imperialist power of 
the United States. On both sides ru¬ 
ling elites backed by highly militar¬ 
ized states are prepared to sacrifice 
the lives of their people in the name 
of power and profits. We need to 
imderstand the complexities of this 
situation if we are to build the kind 
of movement that can stop this 
lousy war. 

This is a racist war. As the US 
rulers try to create an atmosphere 
of war hysteria they have not hesi¬ 
tated to play on the pervasive anti- 
Arab racism that permeates this 
culture. And of course while rich 
old white men reap the profits of 
this war it will be youth of color and 
poor whites who wiU end up fight¬ 
ing and dying. 

The US has sent two hundred 
thousand troops to Saudi Arabia 
ostensibly to defend the sovereign¬ 
ty of Kuwait. But the rulers of the 
US could care less about Kuwaiti 
sovereignty. When Iraq invaded 
Kuwait they challenged US power 
and profits in the Persian Gulf. Ku¬ 
wait had long been a compliant “al¬ 
ly" of the US — keeping the price of 
oil down by flooding the meirket 
and investing its wealth in the 
west. The US is not willing to toler¬ 
ate Iraq as a regional power that 
does not serve the interests of the 
oil companies. 

After fighting an eight year war 
with Iran that bankrupted Iraq, 
Saddam Hussein had one major as¬ 
set: a massive army built with US 
support and Kuwaiti loans. The US 
supported the complete militariza¬ 
tion of Iraq in order to prevent Iran 
from becoming a regional power. 
Now the monster created by US 
imperialism has challenged its 
creator. 

The Iraqi regime is a brutal police 
state. In addition to the invasions of 
Iran and Kuwait, the Hussein re¬ 
gime has ruthlessly slaughtered 
whole villages of Kurds. We look 
forward to the day when the people 
who live under the domination of 
the Hussein regime—Kuwaitis, 
Kurds and Iraqis—rise up and top¬ 
ple it. Similarly we look forward to 
the overthrow of the gulf moneu:- 
chies, notorious for their treatment 


of womyn, by their peoples. 

The US military presence in the 
gulf region only delays the day 
when the peoples of that region 
win their authentic liberation. The 
US is the biggest enemy of self-de¬ 
termination in the world. The hypo¬ 
crisy of the US rulers is apparent in 
the light of the US’s history of sup¬ 
port for the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon and continued military oc¬ 
cupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The Movement Against The War 

Today’s demonstration is an im¬ 
portant expression of opposition 
to this rotten war. must re¬ 
member that what we are doing 
today is part of an international 
movement demanding the with¬ 
drawal of the US from the Middle 
East. All around the world, from 
Jordan to Spain to the US, people 
are in the streets demanding an 
end to US war preparations. 

We believe that the movement 
to stop this war must conceive of 
itself as a movement of resistance. 
The powers that be will not listen 
to our patient pleas for peace. They 
will respond only to our organized 
power and our ability to raise the 
costs of this war through domestic 
upheaval and disruption of the 
militeuy. It is important that this 
movement see itself as part of the 
larger struggle for a world worth 
living in. We don't just want to 
stop this war, we want to stop the 
systems that make wars possible. 
Accordingly, we believe that it is 
very important that this move¬ 
ment not reproduce the oppres¬ 
sive relations that characterize 
larger society. 

Historically, many movements 
of opposition in the US have been 
effectively dominated by middle 
class white men. We believe that if 
this movement is to live up to its 
full potential it must be fully par¬ 
ticipatory: it must be a movement 
in which poor and working people, 
women, queers, youth and people 
of color are able to assert them¬ 
selves. 

More generally we believe that 
this must be a movement that is 
controlled from below. All too 
often populair movements are ef¬ 
fectively dominated by highly cen¬ 
tralized power structures. Ulti¬ 
mately our vision of the world we 
are fighting for is reflected in the 
kind of movement we create. 

The organizing of today's 
demonstration was effectively 
controlled by Workers World Par- 



and the call was endorsed by the 
Libertarian Book Club, Neither East 
Nor West (NY), Anairchist Youth 
Federation (NY), Workers Solidarity 
Alliance (NY), the New York Youth 
Greens, and the Black Cat Collec¬ 
tive. 

The contingent was a success, 
both in enabling different anarchist 
groups to work together, and in 
bringing a distinctly anarchist criti¬ 
que to the opposition to the war. As 
a movement which is widely consi¬ 
dered to be marginal — if it is consi¬ 
dered at all — an anarchist pres¬ 
ence is essential to let the public 
know who anarchists are, and what 
we are doing. 

While this contingent was 
successful, it was only a beginning. 
We need to look to the next rallv — 


called for New York for February — 
and to the eventuality of the start of 
the war, to organize our opposition. 
A black-bloc of anarchists from 
around the country at the February 
demonstration would be one way 
of bringing a more visible anarchist 
presence to the anti-war effort. 

We need to make clear our oppo¬ 
sition to this war, and we need to 
raise the stakes for the US by radi¬ 
calizing the anti-war movement. In¬ 
ternal opposition maikes the war 
harder to sustain. The October con¬ 
tingent also chanted “War, Just Try 
It, We’ll Take The Streets And 
Riot," and “War, No Thanks, We’ll 
Burn Your Fucking Banks.’’ If — 
though more likely, when — 
fighting starts, we must be pre¬ 
pared to sabotage the war 


machine. 

Just as important, we need to be 
thinking about how the anti-war ef¬ 
fort relates to revolution. When the 
fighting stcirts, and the “general 
public’’ begins to lose taste for 
Americam imperialism, will anar¬ 
chists be ready to offer a vision of an 
alternative? If the war drastically af¬ 
fects the world economic system 
and destabilizes the US govern¬ 
ment, what win anarchists do? 

Now is the time for anarchists to 
be talking about tactics and strate¬ 
gy — both for this and other poten¬ 
tial sources of instability in the 
status quo. Now is the time for an¬ 
archists to redevelop a public pres¬ 
ence — locaUy, continentally, and 
internationally. 


ty, a centralized Marxist-Leninist 
party that supported the Tien- 
anmen Square massacre and that 
defended Romania’s Ceaucescu 
regime. The coalitions that will 
come together to organize future 
demonstrations will inevitably en- 
compass wide political dif¬ 
ferences. But we believe that the 
kind of world Workers World 
would like to see people live in is 
reflected in the way they have 
built this march: from the top 
down. We strongly encourage 
people who doubt this to try to at¬ 
tend a decision-making meeting. 

As anarchists, we have a dif¬ 
ferent vision of the world and the 
movement that is fighting for it. 

Non-Hierarchical Organization 

We want a world without order 
givers sind order takers. We want a 
world where decisions are made 
by the people affected by them. 
We see the systems of domination 
that ruin peoples lives: the state, 
.capitalism, patriarchy, white 
supremacy and so on as features of 
an authoritarian society. We be¬ 
lieve that the world can be organ¬ 
ized differently, non-hierarchically. 
We also believe that the only kinds 


of movements that bring us closer 
to such a world are ones that are 
organized non-hierarchically. 

What does this mean? Practicad- 
ly speaking there are several 
things that have to change if this 
movement is to be controlled by its 
participants. Coalition meetings to 
plan large demonstrations like this 
need to be open to the full range of 
people opposed to the war, not a 
self-selected few. Meetings need 
to be truly democratic, people must 
feel firee to voice their opinions, and 
decision-making needs to be open 
to the rank and file of the move¬ 
ment.. 

What Next? 

Today’s demonstration is the 
first step in the process of stopping 
this war. It is a public declaration 
of mass opposition to the war. But 
we must not limit our resistance to 
marching in the streets. We need 
to throw our bodies against the 
war machine and raise the costs of 
the war. 

An effective movement of 
resistance must embrace a range 
of tactics from legal demonstra¬ 
tions to acts of civil disobedience 
to more militant forms of direct ac¬ 


tion. The movement against the 
war in Viet Nam made a very real 
contribution to the defeat and 
withdrawal of the US forces 
because it employed a broad range 
of tactics that were able to involve 
people of many persuasions. 
Millions marched in the streets ex¬ 
posing the lie of popular support 
for the war. Outreach to GIs en¬ 
couraged acts of resistance that 
ultimately lead to a breakdown of 
the military. Draft resistance also 
weakened the military and under¬ 
mined the general authority of the 
state. On campuses, strikes shut 
down schools and ROTC buildings 
were burned to the ground. 

This is what it takes to stop a 
war. Anti-wair graffiti and posters 
must be visible everywhere. Musi¬ 
cians and artists need to help us 
create (and strengthen existing) 
cultures of resistance thatwill nur¬ 
ture us in the face of the repression 
we will certainly face. 

This war may well force millions 
of people to confront the authori¬ 
tarian nature of this society. It may 
create openings that allow us to 

(Continued on page 12) 
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BY Matt Black 


DO YOU FEEL A DRAFT? 


A lthough the war de- 

partment "promises” that 
■there are no plans for a draft 
for the Middle East, this is a good 
time to remind ourselves of how to 
avoid getting drafted when they 
change their minds. The most 
important step to avoid unex¬ 
pectedly joining the army is to plan 
ahead. Once the draft gets blowing, 
it is very fast, and you will not have 
inuch time to ponder your options. 

Both the War Resisters League 
(WRL) and the Central Corhmittee 
for Conscientious Objectors 



(CCCO) (addresses below) nave up 
to date information about the draft 
rules, and can help you get draft 
counseling. Much of this article is 
aimed towards people who either 
consider themselves to be pacifists, 
or are willing to try to convince the 
government that they are pacifists. 
Beyond the strategies outlined 
here, there are many other ways to 
resist the draft or work to end the 
war. Nearly anything that will 
make the draft harder — non-regis¬ 
tration, destruction of Selective Ser¬ 
vice records, local draft boards 
mysteriously exploding, etc. — will 
work to slow down the war effort, 
and keep people from getting kill¬ 
ed. 

Not all of the methods of resis¬ 
tance here are for pacifists; for ex- 
cimple, you might go underground 
or allow yourself to be publicly pro¬ 
secuted not because you believe 
that all war is wrong, but because 
you believe that the current war is 
unjust, or because you believe that 
war is essentially a tool of the im¬ 
perialist state, or because you reject 
the legitimacy of the state, and thus 
its "right” to draft you. 

In any case, it’s probably best to 
keep your options open until you 
must rriake a decision, so read on. 

When you decide to resist the 
draft, you have two sets of options: 
either you can resist legally by 
applying for non-combatant or con¬ 
scientious objector status, or you 
can resist illegally by hiding out — 
either in this or another country — 
or by not complying with the draft 
and allowing yourself to be pro¬ 
secuted (which, it is important to 
note, might never happen). 

CCCO prints an excellent book 
called Handbook for Conscientious 
Objectors, written by Robert A. 
Seeley, which is available from 
CCCO, froih loc^ WRL branch^ 
and American Friends Service 
Committee groups. This book ex¬ 
plores in depth both choices, and 


must document it by: your regular 
attendance at, or membership in, a 
church whose teachings are speci¬ 
fically against war, such as the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends (Quakers); 


enables you to help those who are 
directly effected by the fighting. 

If you choose to resist illegally, 
you can either try to disrupt the 
draft and/or the war, you can hide 


''Anything hindering the draft and 
obstructing the y\^ar niachine will 
slow the killing and dying. 


// 


their possible consequences. It is 
must reading for anyone who plans 
to resist the draft. 

If you choose to resist legally, you 
should know that it is not easy to 
qualify as a Conscientious Objector. 
You must show a continuous 
commitment to pacifism, and you 


working with pacifist organiza¬ 
tions like WRL; or other substantial 
proof of your deeply held beliefs. If 
you cannot prove such a record of 
belief in pacifism, the dreift boeird 
might decide that you have become 
a "pacifist" instead of a "coward," 
and send you to Iraq. Here again, it 
is crucial to plan ahead. Do 
whatever you can to document 
your deeply felt belief in the 
wrongness of wsir. When you are 
called before your local draft board, 
letters from friends, teachers, 
employers, etc., will be essential to 
establishing your honesty and 
character; these letters are not 
enough on their own, you will also 
need a personal statement of your 
beliefs, and some evidence of your 
having acted on your beliefs in the 
past. 

It is important to note that there 
are two kinds of conscientious 
objector status: non-combatant and 
alternative service. If you receive 
the former you will be drafted and 
become part of the war effort, either 
here or in the Middle East, but you 
will neither be trained to use wea¬ 
pons nor be required to fight. Ra¬ 
ther, you win be part of the support 
troops, such as a medit on the front 
line or an officeworker at the rear. If 
you receive alternative" service 
status, you will be required to work 
for the government, in the US, for 
two years. You apply for either sta- 


BY Dean Tuckerman 


Bay Area Black Monday 


tus, you decide which you think is 
right, not the draft board. An impor¬ 
tant consideration is that either 
way you are really supporting the 
war effort. Another view is that 
since you as one person are not like¬ 
ly to be able to stop the war through 
vour non-participation, being a CC 


O N OCTOBER 29, THE ANNI- 
versary of the "Black Mon¬ 
day” stock market crash, 
350 demonstrators went on a con¬ 
frontational tour of San Francisco’s 
financial district. Planned as a se¬ 
quel to last April’s "day after Earth 
Day” actions, the demo focused 
primeirily on the corporate sponsor¬ 
ship of the war in the Middle East. It 
was the most militant demonstra¬ 
tion against the war in the San 
Francisco Bay Area so far. It also 
took aim at the "destruction of the 
planet and its people by the cor¬ 
porate and financial cartels.” 

The demonstration began in 
front of the Pacific Stock Exchange. 
Employees had come in early and 
cops were at each entrance to pre¬ 
vent the announced blockade. 
Therefore, after several street 
theater pieces, the demonstrators 
chose not to block the exchange 
doors, and instead marched around 
the financial district. 

One street theater piece set the 
tone for the action. A "Blood for Oil 
Exchange” (like a blood bank) was 
set up where people gave blood 
and got oil in exchange. Just before 
we began marching, an American 
flag, a Chevron flag and money 
yveie burned. 


The march — including people 
dancing, drumming, and chanting 
slogans like "No Blood for Oil,” and 
"Death to the Corporate State”— 
woxmd itself around the building 
and the District. When it came to 
Chevron’s world headquarters pro¬ 
testers squished themselves into 
an archway, effectively blocking 
most employees who were just ar¬ 
riving for work. The police, who 
had basically left us alone until 
then, brutally pushed us from the 
inside of the building. We marched 
away with no arrests. 

Then we marched into Market 
Street (San Francisco’s main 
street) blocking rush hour traffic 
for miles. At this point, people from 
the group went over to a 
McDonalds, where a window was 
broken from the inside outward 
(not endangering workers or peo¬ 
ple eating there.) 

We continued to the Charles 
Schwab brokerage house where 
people got inside the main lobby. 
Phones were removed from the 
wall, and a stockbroker trying to*de- 
fend his job as a paper (money) 
pusher started a fight. A pretty 
white cloud of smoke went off in 
the lobby as we marched away. 

The cops vyere indecipherable 


over their bullhorns and then 
started moving in to surround us. 
They corraled a literal cross-section 
of the demonstrators and then an¬ 
nounced we had to leave. We were 
surrounded. Others were thrown in 
with us. Someone did a nmning 
jump over one of the police motor¬ 
cycles penning us in, and got away, 
knocking over the cycle in the pro¬ 
cess. 'The arrestees were charged 
with rioting and failure to disperse. 
The demonstration then went back 
to Market Street and broke up. 

The bourgeois press lied about 
the demo. They said a more militant 
group of "anarchists bent on de¬ 
struction” hijacked the group from 
its peace-loving organizers who 
then left the demonstration. The 
truth is that the organizers (who in¬ 
cluded anarchists) stayed on the 
scene until the end. 

This action shows that after a 
hesitant start the fight against the 
approaching war can and will be 
confrontationad. We should make 
the oil companies, other capitalists 
and the state pay a price for its war. 
Many people in the Bay Area are 
organizing for TDO (The Day Of the 
beginning of actual shooting) or 


out, or you can choose not to com¬ 
ply with the draft laws and risk 
prosecution. If you hide out, either 
in this country or another, it is 
crucial that you talk with a draft 
counselor who can outline some of 
the difficulties you may face. Many 
countries now have extradition 
treaties with the US—including 
Canada. If you choose to resist 
publicly, you should contact both a 
draft counselor and a lawyer who 
specializes in draft law well before 
you actually break the law. 

If you do break the law, you may 
end up vshth a fine, probation, a jail 
sentence, or a combination of 
these. Why, you may ask, would 
anyone choose to go to jail? Many 
people have chosen to risk prosecu¬ 
tion because their beliefs will not al¬ 
low them to act in collusion with a 
government they regard as ille¬ 
gitimate or criminal, or because 
their beliefs keep them from taking 
part in any war effort, either as a sol¬ 
dier or as a civilian. Being prosecut¬ 
ed gets publicity for your ideas, and 
may influence public opinion about 
the war. Resisting the draft is 
neither simple nor easy, and the 
best way to retain the little control 
over your life that you will have 
when Congress gives Bush the' 
power to send more people to their 
deaths for oil, is to be as prepared as 


possible. 

Many anarchists have opposed 
war because they believe that any 
war waged by a capitalist/statist so¬ 
ciety is necessarily a war for further 
exploitation and enslavement of 
both people “at home’’ and 
"abroad.” Anarchists have spent 
time in prison because they would 
not be joined to the army. On the 
other hand, some anarchists have 
sought to organize from within the 
armed forces, believing that the 
conflict might produce the right 
state of disorder to allow a revolu¬ 
tion to begin. (However, if this war 
were to prove destabilizing enough 
for insurrection to begin, are anar¬ 
chists ready for it, or would we be 
crushed (again) by authoritarians?) 

Anything hindering the draft and 
obstructing the war machine will 
slow the killing and the dying. 
Aside from simply keeping our¬ 
selves out of uniform, we should be 
fighting in solidarity v\hth the peo¬ 
ple of the Middle Esist who are be¬ 
ing killed for oil money. And we 
should be using this (and every) si¬ 
tuation to further destabilize the 
state. Direct action, vandalism,, 
graffiti, protests, education and 
other actions are aU needed now. 

If you would like more informa¬ 
tion on your options as a draft re¬ 
sister or conscientious objector con¬ 
tact: 

War Resisters League 
339 Lafayette St. 

New York, NY 10012 
tel.:(212) 228-0450 
or 

Central Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors 
2208 South St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19146 
tel.: (215) 545-4626 
or 

1251 Second Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
tel.: (415) 566-0500 
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BY Anarchist Workers Group 




This is the second part in a two 
part article by Joe White of the 
Anarchist Workers Group in 
England. It is reprinted from the&rst 
issue of their magazine, Socialism 
From Below. 

A S WE HAVE SEEN, ANAR- 
chism's most advanced 
■theoretical expressions 
were based on the experience of 
the class struggle and in particular 
the revolutionary upheavals in 
Russia and Spain. 

For anarchists today it is essen¬ 
tial to advance our understanding 
further, given half a century’s ac¬ 
cumulated experience since the 
Spanish Revolution. At the same 
time we need to give anarchism a 
contemporary application which 
can start to have a resonance in the 
working class movement. 

The Anarchist Workers Group 
has identified a number of concepts 
which we believe must serve as 
cornerstones in the building of a 
mass anarchist organization. We 
will now look at these concepts 
systematically. 

The Leadership Of Ideas 

Leadership is a term which 
tends to elicit a knee-jerk response 
from many anarchists. However, 
as we have seen, anarchists have 
had a concept of leadership, and 
have played a leadership role in 
workers struggles. As the authors 
of the Platform acknowledged; 
“More than any other concept, 
anarchism should become the 
leading concept of the revolution, 
for it is only on the theoretical base 
of anarchism that the social revolu¬ 
tion can succeed in the complete 
emancipation of labor.” 

In doing so they recognized the 
crucial role that ideas play in the 
revolutionary process. The Plat¬ 
form is equally lucid in explaining 
that their conception of leadership 
is entirely confined to the sphere of 
ideas, and is not a call for political 
specialization. 

“This theoretical driving force 
should not be confused with the 
political leadership of the statist 
parties which leads finally to State 
power.” 

The Platform 

It is more precise, therefore, to 
talk about a “leadership of ideas” 
to avoid confusion with the 
Leninist conception of leadership. 
The reason we want our ideas to 
lead is quite simple. As far as we 
are concerned our ideas are better 
than all rival schools of thought. 
Decades of Stalinist counter¬ 
revolution are testimony to the 
fact that working class power 
must be based on the most far- 
reaching workers’ democracy and 
liberty in order for the revolu¬ 
tionary project to survive. 

The most common accusation 
levelled against the “leadership of 


ideas” is that it is, in fact, the same 
as the Leninist concept of the van¬ 
guard party. The final line of the 
Platform is usually cited as proof of 
latent Bolshevism because it 
states that the anarchist organi¬ 
zation “can become the organized 
vanguard of their emancipating 
process.” 

Rejection of the term “van¬ 
guard’ ’ as a political concept must, 
however be based on more them 
just the “guilt by association’’ 
method whereby anybody who 
shares the same vocabulary as the 
Leninists is, ipso facto, a Leninist. 

We recognize, as a fact, that dif¬ 
ferent levels of consciousness ex¬ 
ist within the working class, rang¬ 
ing from revolutionary to reformist 
and through to downright reac¬ 
tionary. It is therefore possible to 
say that a "vanguard” or “advanced 
section of workers” does exist. 
A minority of workers do have a 
clearer understanding about the 
role of the state amd the nature of 
capitalism, a Ad by virtue of this 
fact these workers are in the 
forefront of class struggle emd play 
a leading role in that struggle. This 
minority constitutes a vanguard. 

We have no hesitancy in identi¬ 
fying anarchists as part of the 
“vanguard.” Our anti-capitalist 
ideas are better than reformist 
ideas, our opposition to oppres¬ 
sion is better than bigotry, and our 
libertarian methods are better 
than bureaucratic ones. 

The recognition that we are in 
ideological advance of the class 
does not however imply that anar¬ 
chists constitute or are capable of 
constituting the vanguard as a 
whole. 

This is where we differ from 
Bolshevism. We understand that 
different revolutionary currents 
will inevitably exist within the 
working class and thus the 
vanguard. It is clear from the 
writings of Lenin that he saw no 
significant difference between the 
party and the vanguard. The party, 
in Lenin's conception, was the 
most advanced expression of pro¬ 
letarian interests. In other words it 
was the organizational embodi¬ 
ment of the vancfuard. Herein lies 
the theoretical substitution of par¬ 
ty for class which consequently 
sees all rival ideas as backward (an 
infantile disorder) or non¬ 
proletarian (petit-bourgeois). The 
actual substitution of party rule for 
class power in the Soviet Union 
was the logical outcome. 

For us as anarchists, the only 
consistently socialist method of re¬ 
solving the inevitable differences 
of opinion within the revolutionary 
working class is through the 
fullest and most rigorous workers’ 
democracy. Thus we always put 
class before “party,” and insist 
that the vanguard has no political 
rights over and above the rest of 
the working class. 


We recognize that the “van¬ 
guard” can act as a fetter on strug¬ 
gle, just as much as it can lead, and 
can be outflanked by the working 
class in action. Throughout much 
of 1917 the leaders of the Bolshevik 
party tail-ended the activity of the 
class. 

In May 1937 the rank and file of 
the CNT fought the Stalinists on 
the streets of Barcelona whilst the 
CNT leaders appealed through 
radio broadcasts for them to lay 
down their arms. 

The conclusion we can draw 
from this is that there is a 
qualitative difference between the 
“leadership of ideas” and “van- 
guardism.” It is the substitution of 
the Leninist schema which consti¬ 
tutes the difference between the 
anarchist and Leninist concep¬ 
tions of leadership. Anarchists are 
aware of the contradiction between 
the advanced minority and 
the rest of the class, and therefore 
the attendant dangers of substitu¬ 
tion, This gives us a theoretical ad¬ 
vantage over the Leninists who 
either choose to ignore or fail to see 
the problem. 

Theoretical And Tactical Unity: 

The Need For A Program 

' The only method leading to the 
solution of the problem of general 
organization is, in our view, to rally 
active anarchist militants to a base 
of precise positions: theoretical, 
tactical and organizational, i.e. the 
more or less perfect base of a 
homogenous program.” 

ibid. 


As we have seen, the advocates 
of an anarchist program have been 
a minority within the movement. 
Accusations of Bolshevism usually 
greet any such proposals. Thus it is 
necessary, in the interests of 
critical enquiry as opposed to pre¬ 
judice, to excimine what is meant 
by theoretical and tactical unity. 

The most common objection is 
that these two concepts amount to 
conformity to a monolithic party 
line. This however is a willful mis¬ 
understanding. Let us look at theo¬ 
retical unity first. Unity of different 
currents with a different world¬ 
view is not really unity at all. As 
the French libertarian, Fontenis, 
said of this “synthesis” form of 
organization: 

“(T)he ‘synthesis,’ or rather 
conglomeration of ill matched 
ideas which only agree on what 
isn’t of any importance, can only 
cause confusion and can’t stop 
itself being destroyed by the dif¬ 
ferences that are crucial...” 

The Manifesto of 
Libertarian Communism, 
ACF translation 


Theoretical unity does not 
preclude differences of opinion 
within the anarchist organization. 
Where unity at the level of ideas 
must be forged is over fimdamen- 
tal tenets: analysis of capitalism, 
the working class as revolutionary 
subject, the role of trade unions, 
the nature of oppression, the role 
of the political organization, etc... 

The only real test of whether 
theoretical differences are fun¬ 
damental or not is when the ideas 
are put to the test of practice, for 
theory and practice are integral to 
one another. If the theoretical 
disagreements are too great, then 
unity of action wiU largely be im¬ 
possible and the organization will 
disintegrate or exist purely as a 
debating society. 

Why, then, is unified or collec¬ 
tive action of any importance? 
Because: 

“(I)t removes the disastrous ef¬ 
fect of several tactics in opposition 
to one another, it concentrates all 
the forces of the movement, gives 
them a common direction leading 
to a fixed objective.” 

The Platform 

The actual implementation of 
tactical unity is more problematic. 
General tactical positions must, of 
course, be decided by the whole 
membership through national con¬ 
ferences. However, genersd posi¬ 
tions can not anticipate all the 
questions that the class struggle 
throws up. Such questions will 
often require swift answers and 
decisive action which precludes 
full membership consultation. 

An organization may decide to, 
for example, agree on the necessi¬ 
ty for an insurrection, but national 
conferences can not possibly 
predict the optimum time to 
launch such an insurrection. The 
authors of the Platform recognized 
this problem and therefore pro¬ 
posed the creation of an "executive 
committee of the union” which 
was to be charged with a number 
of functions which included: 

“the theoretical and organiza¬ 
tional orientation of the activity of 
isolated organizations consistent 
with the theoretical positions and 
general tactical line of the Union.” 

ibid. 



Thus the executive committee 
would not simply serve an ad¬ 
ministrative role but would be 
delegated with responsibility of 
deciding tactics in between con¬ 
ferences. It would not be able to 
depart from national conference 
decisions but would clearly have a 
political function. 

It was this aspect of the Platform 
which classical anarchists have 
found most difficult to swallow. 
Malatesta denounced the idea as 
“a government and a church” and 
declared: “the Executive Commit¬ 
tee, must supervise the activities 
of individual members and order 
them what and what not to do;.. .no 
one would be able to do anything 
before obtaining the approval and 
consent of the committee.” Such 
rhetoric is not only a spurious cari¬ 
cature, but does not remove the 
necessity of urgent decision mak¬ 
ing. 

Spain is a good example of how, 
in the absence of a mechanism for 
emergency decision making, such 
decisions will inevitably be made 
by elites. The various higher 
bodies of the CNT were supposed 


to have been purely administrative 
bodies. However, the evidence we 
have suggests that the crucial 
decisions made in the name of the 
CNT during the Spanish Revolu¬ 
tion (collaboration, war before 
revolution, entry into the govern¬ 
ment) were made without con¬ 
sulting the rank and file at all. It 
would appear that all these deci¬ 
sions were made “on behalf” of 
the movement by “influential 
militants” on the higher commit¬ 
tees. 

For example, according to Ver¬ 
non Richards, the decision to have 
four CNT ministers in the gov¬ 
ernment was the result of negotia¬ 
tions between the Prime Minister 
Caballero and the CNT national 
secretary, Horacio Prieto. The four 
anarchists accepted their minis¬ 
tries without consulting the CNT 
at any level whatsoever. 



In the light of Spain, the pro¬ 
posal for an executive committee 
within the constraints of national 
conferences is not as sinister and 
Machiavellian as Malatesta would 
wish to make out. In order to en¬ 
sure maximum democratic control 
over such a committee, a number 
of conditions must be satisfied: 



Errico Malatesta 


Firstly, the program must be as 
fully developed and detailed as 
possible, addressing itself to all 
issues of concern to the working 
class and giving a clear and unam¬ 
biguous guide to action in all 
foreseeable circumstances, before, 
during, and after a revolutionary 
situation. 

The program can not simply be a 
series of vague statements, but 
must unite the most advanced 
understanding of social dynamics 
with the most effective daily prac¬ 
tice. Such a program, which is 
itself the product of accumulated 
practice, is not immutable, but 
must be constantly tested and 
modified through its practical ap¬ 
plication. 

Secondly, the “executive com¬ 
mittee” must be constrained by 
full libertarian democracy. The 
delegates to this committee must 
be fully accoimtable and subject to 
immediate recall. This requires 
free access to information within 
the organization through a regular 
internal bulletin. 

The greatest possible discus¬ 
sion must be prioritized in the dai¬ 
ly internal life of the organization 
so as to allow for informed deci¬ 
sion making. The membership 
must be consulted immediately 
when any emergency decisions 
are made through an obligatory 
ratification system. 

Finally, and most crucially, the 
only way to ensure that the formal 
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rights of recall will be exercised is to 
have a politically conscious, critical¬ 
ly minded membership. 

Intervention 

The political organization 
should not be a purely propagan- 
distic body. If it were to spend its 
time abstractly counterposing the 
desirability of anarchism to the im¬ 
mediate concerns of workers, then 
it will remain a sect. The organiza¬ 
tion must actually take part in the 
day to day struggles of the class in 
order to make its ideas relevant. In 


doing so, it should not simply par¬ 
ticipate in a “supportive” or purely 
“trade unionist” role, but par¬ 
ticipate as anarchists and attempt 
to politicize these struggles. 
Therefore we would define such 
an organization as “interven¬ 
tionist.” 

As opposed to the purely 
theoretical or purely activist 
organization, an interventionist 
organization puts its ideas to the 
test by seeking to influence the 
course of the class struggle. This 
consequently requires that the 
political organization creates in¬ 
dustrial groupings, develops 
policies for each industry and 
thereby starts to develop the basis 
of an anarchist workers move¬ 
ment. 

Furthermore, the political 
organization must intervene in all 
struggles which affect the work¬ 
ing class, not just those arising in 
the workplace, and break down 
the sectionalism of the traditional 
labor movement. It must take the 
fight against oppression into the 
workplace and open strike com¬ 
mittees to tenants, unwaged 
workers, etc.. ^ 

An interventionist orgeinization 
can not just be declared, it must be 
forged by developing a clear 
understanding of “how” we in¬ 
tervene. If we are to intervene as 
anarchists, as opposed to good 
militants, we must seek out emd 
unearth the “libertarian content” 
implicit in all struggles. What does 
this mean in concrete terms? 

Firstly, we should advocate 
libertarian forms of struggle: direct 
action, rank and file control, 
elected and recallable strike com¬ 
mittees, refusal to use the courts or 
arbitration bodies, and so on. 

Secondly, we should advocate 
that the politiccil content or goals 
of struggle be based on the needs 
of the working class as a whole, in¬ 
dependently of the requirements 
of capitalism (profitability, cost ef¬ 
ficiency, productivity, national in¬ 
terest, etc.). By fighting for what 
our class needs as opposed to 
what capitalism can afford, we can 
begin to demonstrate in a concrete 
way the desirability of a society 
which can satisfy those needs, i.e. 
communism. 

In each struggle we need to look 
for the “point of politicization” by 
asking ourselves “what do we as 
anarchists have to say?” Only by 


constantly asking and finding the 
Euiswers to this question can we 
develop an anarchist practice and 
re-establish anarchism's influence 
in the working class movement. 

Cadre Organization 

As we have argued, the political 
organization requires that its 
members are politically conscious 
and independently minded, that 
they are not simply academics or 
shop stewards but anarchist 
workers capable of winning in¬ 
fluence for anarchist ideas: 


We use the term “cadre organi¬ 
zation' ' to define this concept. This 
is because it specifies the way in 
which such an organization must 
be built. The term “cadre” means 
the core or nucleus of an organiza¬ 
tion. In the context of a pohtical 
organization the cadre is the layer 
of skilled agitators on which the 
growth of the organization 
depends. It is tmdeniable that an 
aneuchist cadre was the decisive 
determinant in ensuring the mass 
influence of Spanish anarcho- 
syndicalism. 

“Militants and agitators from aU 
parts of Spain... carried on their 
teaching continuously... They 
stayed in the villages for long 
periods of time, teaching the reb¬ 
els and strengthening their convic¬ 
tions. The agitator made few per¬ 
sonal demands. When he (sic) 
reached a village he stayed at the 
house of a worker and lived as the 
worker did. He held conferences 
and addressed meetings, general¬ 
ly without compensation. The 
workers federation paid the ex¬ 
penses of the propaganda trip...” 

Juan Gomez Casas 
Anarchist Organization: The 
History of the FAI, 
Black Rose 1988, p. 53 

Likewise the Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW) relied upon 
“soapboxers” and travelling 
agitators to unionize new sectors 
of the American labor force. 

Every trade union today 
recognizes the need for a cadre of 
stewards, and accordingly ar¬ 
ranges “stewards schools” and 



education courses. Our advocacy 
of a “cadre-organization” is based 
on the understanding that a mass 
anarchist organization can only be 
built on a solid foundation of ac¬ 
tivists who have the skills neces¬ 
sary to “educate, agitate, and 
organize.” 

We also recognize that a serious 
political organization needs to 
develop step by step. The first task 
is to develop and clarify its political 
ideas, to elaborate its program, 


and to build an educated cadre. 
Thus the initial phase is cheiracter- 
ized by “qualitative” development 
rather than quantitative grovy^h. 

Political development requires 
self-education, which in turn is a 
vital precondition for internal 
democracy. We want to build an 
organization which can conduct 
the “battle of ideas” against all 
rival ideologies whether 
sophisticated or crude. Thus, in 
order to prevent the dominance of 
a few “experts,” there should be a 
comprehensive internal education 
program. 

Such a program is necessary to 
facihtate informed decision mak¬ 
ing emd participation in the policy 
making process. There will in¬ 
evitably exist a contradiction be¬ 
tween experienced and inex¬ 
perienced members. What is im- 
portemt is that this contradiction is 
consciously minimized by the 
political organization taking 
responsibility for the education of 
its membership. Political organiza¬ 
tion is not a formal scholastic exer- 



cise, but a continuous process 
which requires that the organiza¬ 
tion is geared towards political 
debate at all levels. 

A sure way of guaranteeing 
stagnation is through meetings 
being dominated by business, i.e. 
organizing jumble sales or 
allocating the tasks of buying 
stamps and licking envelopes. 

Political understanding is not 
simply gained by plowing through 
academic texts, but by dynamic in¬ 
ternal discussion, by engaging in 
debate with our political rivals and 
through interventionist dialogue 
with the rest of our class. 

Another aspect of cadre-build¬ 
ing involves equipping members 
with political consciousness. No 
one is bom with these skills, which 
is why the political organization 
must be responsible for develop¬ 
ing them. In order to influence the 
class struggle, an anarchist 
organization needs public 
speakers, workplace organizers, 
political journalists, etc. Therefore 
it needs to organize schools for 
public speaking, organizing at 
work, leaflet and article writing, 
etc. 

Schools, however, axe only one 
part of the equation, experience is 
the other. The class struggle itself 
is the best form of education, and 
for acquiring activist skills. Thus 
membership of a “cadre” orgami- 
zation must entail active involve¬ 
ment in all spheres of political life: 
as trade unionists, in student 
unions, unwaged groups, and in 
all political campaiigns which con¬ 
cern our class. The organization 
must, therefore, encourage, 
facilitate, and co-ordinate the ac¬ 
tivities of its members in order to 
make the most of the experience of 
stmggle. 

Obviously, a new and fledgling 
organization must carefully select 
and prioritize its activities in order 
to make the best of its limited 
resources. The important point 
nonetheless is that “the activism” 
of the membership takes on an 
organized character. 

A cadre organization is not an 
organization of the whole class like 
trade unions, but of a political 
minority of anarchists. We reject 
the concept of recruitment on the 
basis of minimal agreement with 
the “idea” of anarchism. Siich an 


“open door” policy inevitabV' 
leads to a major political difference 
arising at some point with the con¬ 
sequence of splits and constant in¬ 
stability. 

Recruitment to a cadre organiza- 
tion must be based on higher 
criteria. It must depend on broad 
agreement with, understanding 
of, and commitment to the pro¬ 
gram of the orgeinization. Recruits 
must be aware of the respon¬ 
sibilities to the membership: 
regular attendance of branch 
meetings, payment of dues, execu¬ 
tion of collective decisions. 

While the level of activity is 
democratically determined by the 
whole organization, it would be 
equally unacceptable to reproduce 
the active minority/passive majori¬ 
ty duality which characterizes 
non-cadre organizations like the 
Labour Party. 

There will inevitably be those 
anarchists who don’t like the 
soimd of the word “cadre.” liken¬ 
ing it to the Leninist concept of the 
“professional revolutionary.” In 
What Is To Be Done, Lenin 
asserted: “that no revolutionary 
movement can endure without a 
stable organization of leaders that 
meiintains continuity... that such 
an organization must consist chief¬ 
ly of people professionally engag¬ 
ed in revolutionary activity...” 

Our use of the term cadre is 
quite different and has an explicit¬ 
ly anti-elitist trajectory. We ad¬ 
vocate an internal education pro¬ 
gram to ensure maximum internal 
democracy. Only em active critical 
membership can prevent the 
emergence of a division between 
leaders and led which is a feature 
of Leninist organizations. 

Our cadre is not a core of 


“leaders” within a chain of com¬ 
mand but one of skilled activists. 
An anarchist cadre is not an em¬ 
bryonic bureaucracy or com¬ 
missariat, it is an instrument for 
building a quahtatively different 
political movement where 
everyone is a leader and no one has 
any privileges or pohtical rights 
over anyone else. 

Towards An 

Anarchist Workers Movement 

In Britain today there is no anar¬ 
chist organization which meets 
the criteria we have outlined. Nor 
does the Anarchist Workers Group 
claim to be such an organization. 
We are, however, unapologetic in 
declaring our objective. We want a 
movement of revolutionaries who 
can win arguments in aU working 
class forums, who can think and 
act without being told what to do 
by a central committee, who know 
how democracy works and who 
can democratize struggles accor¬ 
dingly. 

We want anarchists to be able to 
decisively influence the course of 
the class struggle in a libertarian 
and anti-capitalist direction. 
Ultimately, such an organized 
anarchist movement must be able 
to play its part in the working 
class’s destruction of the capitalist 
state, and in preventing oppor¬ 
tunists from hijacking a successful 
workers revolution. 

Capitalism today can no more 
satisfy humein needs than it could 
in Bakunin’s day. We appeal to all 
those who are serious about con¬ 
signing capitalism to history: join 
us in building an anarchist move¬ 
ment which can arm the working 
class with the politics necessary to 
accomplish this task. ' 



“a mass anarchist organization 
can only be built on a foundation of 
activists who have the skills 
necessary to 'educate, agitate and 
organize.'" 
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BY Jan Kraker 

O N JULY 23. A DEMON- 
stration was held in the city 
of Hania on the island of 
Crete to protest the persence of US 
air and naval bases there. The ac¬ 
tion was called by various workers’ 
unions and social groups, including 
Hanin’s own rather active anarchist 
community. When the demonstra¬ 
tion was finished, a number of peo¬ 
ple took their demands to the Coun¬ 
ty Hall. When they attempted to 
enter the building, police forces 
fired upon the demonstrators with 
tear gas. In response, hundreds of 
Greek militants set fire to the Coun¬ 
ty Hall, the Court of Justice, several 
banks, and some police cruisers. 
The constuction of barricades in the 
city kept the rioting active through¬ 
out the night, Anti-riot police forces 
were flown in from Athens to help 
put dov\m the uprising. 

This intervention of outside po¬ 
lice forces only served to further en¬ 
rage the Cretians, however. In the 
words of one greek comrade, 


“There is a very old tradition of 
the Cretians: keeping guns." Three 
police were injured by gunfire, and 
another five were wounded by mol- 
otovs. What nad started as a 
demonstration against US imperial 
ism flared into a popular venting of 
anger against all forces of the state. 

Since the night of outrage involv¬ 
ed people from all walks of life- 
young and old hurling molotovs to¬ 
gether — and not merely a small 
cadre of anarchists, the police were 
powerless to put down the violence 
and make arrests. But the Greek 
government, especially now under 
the conservative leadership of New 
Democracy is infamous for its bru¬ 
tal attacks on anarchist youth, most 
notably the murder of 15 year old 
Mihilas Kaltezas {see Love and Rage 
^1). Most recently, Nikos 
Papamathev, a 19 year old anar¬ 
chist, began a hunger strike in a 
Greek prison where he is being 
held indefinitely for allegedly tor¬ 
ching a police cruiser. 



MEMMtULS 


We have lost two yoimg activists 
over the past few weeks. Belinda 
McGuire of the Youth Greens and 
Jonathan Evans of Earth First!, 
both students at Antioch College. 
Belinda died on Thursday, Septem¬ 
ber 27, after suffering a brain aneur¬ 
ism the day before. Jonathan was 
kiJed on Tuesday, October 9, when 
a tractor trailer struck his car. 



The following groups support Love and Rage. If youjike 
what you see in Love and Rage and would like to find out 
more about revolutionary anarchism contact the group 
closest to you. 


Revolutionary Group X 
P.O.Box 6022 
Chicago, IL 60680 

Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League 
P.O.Box 10854 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-3854 

Love and Rage 
Supporters in Atlanta 
P.O.Box 2234 
Decatur GA 30031-2234 

Collective Action 
P.O.Box 44563 
Detroit Ml 48244 


Mayday 29 

(Continued from Page 6) 

Mayday concert in Tompkins 
Square Park was attacked by police 
(see Love and Rage #3). The cops 
charged onto the stage to shut 
down the sound while the last band 
was still playing, ignoring an agree¬ 
ment which had been worked out 
with the Parks Department for a ten 
minute extension of the sound per¬ 
mit. The pigs beat up and arrested 
the two concert organizers, trashed 
sound equipment, and roughed up 
band members in full view of 300 
spectators, who took their rage to 
the streets and fought the police for 
three hours. In the end, 28 cops 
were injured and 29 demonstrators 
arrested. 

Resist to Exist/Squatter Mayday 
was a four-day concert organized 
by local anarchists to celebrate the 


Circle A Collective 
P.O.Box 29095 
New Orleans, LA 70189 

Bay Area Anti-Racist Action 
P.O.Box 3501 
Oakland, CA 94609 

The Alternative 
UT P.O.Box 16156 
UT Station 

Knoxville, TN 37996-4900 

Autonomous 
Anarchist Action 
P.O.Box 3 

Prince Street Station 
New York, NY 100012 


survival of the squatting movement 
in the Lower East Side. The ideas 
which were put forth in words and 
music at this event were boimd to 
be of concern to the city administra¬ 
tion, since they defended people’s 
right to reclaim the abandoned pro¬ 
perty which had been held empty 
for years by a city government more 
interested in selling it to 
speculators than in developing it 
for housing. Last January, Mayor 
David Dinkins referred to squatters 
as "hardened criminals," and vow¬ 
ed to kick them out of the Lower 
East Side. Activists see the attack 
on Resist to Exist/Squatter Mayday 
as an attempt to cripple the 
resistance to real-estate develop¬ 
ment by throwing the militants in 
jail or at the very least tying them 
up in a lengthy and exhausting 
legal process. Mayday 29 activists, 
however, intend to use the trial as 
yet another forum to expose the 
war on the poor being waged by 
the landlords and the police. 


A PROTEST BY SUPPORTERS 
of the Palestinian Intifadah 
over a visit by Meir Kahane 
to the University of Minnesota turn¬ 
ed into a brawl with Kahane, his 
body guards and University police. 
Kahane, an \iltra-right member of 
the Israeli Knesset who has called 
for the expulsion of Palestinians 
from the Occupied Territories and 
all of Israel, and compared Arabs to 
dogs, spoke at the Minneapolis 
campus October 23. 

Before the speech a picket was 
organized by the Muslim Student 
Association and the Progressive 
Student Organization (PSO). Mem¬ 
bers of the Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League (RABL), the Com¬ 
mittee in Solidarity with the People 
of El Salvador (CiSPES) and other 
individuals joined the picket. 

The demonstration was not only 
against the fascist Kahane but 
against the occupation of Palestine 
by the settler state of Israel. For an¬ 
archists it is important to support 
the Palestinian people, not only for 
their anti-imperialism but because 
of the anti-authoritarian character 
of the Intifadah. Of course, how 
long it will maintain this character 


in the absense of an explicitly anti¬ 
authoritarian organization is up for 
question. 

After an Israeli flag Wcis burned 
to chants of “Gaza, Gaza wiU resist! 
Gaza crush the Iron Fist! most of the 
picket (about 30 people) moved into 
the auditorium to confront Kahane 
directly. Inside, the demonstration 
drowned out Kahane’s speech with 
"Free, Free Palestine!" 

When the demonstration moved 
onto the stage, Kahane jumped 
from behind the podium and at¬ 
tacked a woman from PSO who 
was carrying a Palestinian flag, 
someone from RABL shoved Kaha¬ 
ne to the ground and the brawl was 
on. University police pushed 
protestors off the stage while 
Kahane’s body guards punched 
and pushed protestors. 

Once off the stage a Kahane 
supporter came after the same 
RABL member with a chair yelling 
“Free Palestine, huh?!’’ A short 
chair fight ensued. Police arrested 
one anti-Israel protestor, but refus¬ 
ed to arrest a Kahane body guard 
identified as the one who had 
punched a member of PSO. 


EiNirornnenHil Confermiee 


Autonome Forum 
P.O.Box 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 

Art Decco 
P.O.Box 12504 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

Amor y Rabia 
P.O.Box 45-2001 
Miami, FL 33245 

CANADA 

Outaouais Outrage 
P.O.Box 4051, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT, K1F5B1 

Ecomedia Toronto 
P.O.Box 915, Station F 
Toronto, ONT, M4Y 2N9 


This fall, squatters are facing 
new and more direct attacks. Com- 
mimity Board 3 has voted to turn 
over control of 11 squatted 
buildings housing over 300 people 
to the LISC/Enterprise plan, a 
private “low income’’ housing 
scheme which will put the 
buildings in the hands of the banks 
for resale at market rates after 15 
years. The city has promised to turn 
the squats over to the developers 
“vacant and sealed.’’ A govern¬ 
ment which can only create "low 
income housing" (and temporary 
housing at that) by evicting 300 
poor people from their homes can 
stay in business only through 
repression and intimidation. This is 
why the cops started the Mayday 
riot, and this is the embarrassing 
fact which the trial of the Mayday 
29 will expose. 

If you are in New York, the next 
court date for the Mayday 29 will be 
on December 13 at 3 pm at 111 Cen¬ 
tre Street, 10th floor. 


BY Matt Black 

O N OCTOBER 5-7, AT THE 
University of Illinois in 
Champaign, the Student En- 
viornmental Action Coalition 
(SEAC) held theirsecond national 
conference, CATALYST, hosting 
nearly 7,000 students fom around 
the country, SEAC was formed in 
early 1988 by students at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, and has since spon¬ 
sored several campus eccological 
actions, mostly centered on 
creating “minimal impact" and 
ecologically “responsible” college 
campuses. In addition, SEAC has 
adopted two broader national ac¬ 
tion campaigns, the first concen¬ 
trating on dissapearing forests of 
the world, and the second focusing 
on "Corporate Accoimtability." 

The conference took the form of a 
series of mass events, with little or 
no room for extended discussion or 
participation by the conference “at- 
tend^s." To give credit where due, 
however, a group of vounteers 
created a conference for 7,000 peo¬ 
ple - over half of whom had not pre¬ 
registered, complete with public 
transportation, a host of events, 
and spacious campgrounds. Con¬ 
ferees heard speakers such as 
Helen Caldicott, Ralph Nader, 
Ceasar Chavez, Jesse Jackson, 
Dave Foreman (who was heckled 
by groups aroimd the auditorium) 
and other invited speakers and stu¬ 
dent organizers. Three workshop 
sessions were offered, with 
workshops held by invited lec¬ 
turers students and activists. 

Despite the generally 
mainstream enviornmental ap¬ 
proach ofthe conference, there was 
a sizable anarchist presence, An 
anarchist caucus was called and ap¬ 
proximately 40 people gathered to 
discus the conference, the lack of 
opportunity to participate in the 


proceedings, and the hierarchical 
form of decison making both in 
planning the conference and dur¬ 
ing many of the plenary sessions. 
The Youth Greens offered three 
well attended workshops, and 
distributed over 2,000 pamphlets 
during the weekend. 

Despite the lukewarm politics, 
SEAC is popular, and becoming 
more so. If current trends continue, 
SEAC will gain members rapidly 
and soon become the single most 
visible national student politicaT 
aaction group. Although SEAC has 
consistently ohered opprotunities 
for many other groups to present 
workshops and speeches at SEAC 
functions, these are clearly secon¬ 
dary to the mainstream politics of 
the organization itself. 

Now is the time for student anar¬ 
chists to consider getting involved 
with SEAC and having and in- 
fuence on its early direction. There 
is no party line with SEAC, each af¬ 
filiate of the coalition is free to do 
what they want, though the hope is 
that thay will work together on na¬ 
tional SEAC projects. By working in 
both regional and national coali¬ 
tions anarchist might be able to 
radicalize SEAC. However, there is 
a definite limit to the value of work¬ 
ing in this coalition. If anarchists 
are already working on student 
ecology action, then SEAC would 
be a good resouce, and the anar¬ 
chist participation might be in¬ 
fluential; but this is not the place to 
put all of your energy, as, so far, 
SEAC has not been a forum for 
serious political debate, but rather 
for broad coalition actions. 

For further mtormation contact: 

SEAC National Office 
P.O. Box 1168 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
tel.: (919) 962-0888 


(Continued from Page 8) 

challenge the powers that be. We 
need to arm ourselves with a vi¬ 
sion of a better world and a way to 
win it. 

Autonomous Anarchist Action 
is a collective of activists com¬ 
mitted to building an anti¬ 
authoritarian and revolutionary 
movement that can resist the 
systems that seek to crush us, and 
that can eventually overthrow this 
system. We hope that this leaflet is 
a contribution to the discussion 
that must inform such a move¬ 
ment. 


(Continued from Page 9) 

- TDA (The Day After) actions. 
Students at the University of 
Califomia at Berkeley and San Fran¬ 
cisco State are talking about a stu¬ 
dent strike if the shooting begins. 
Many people are talking about 
"stopping the city" actions. Some 
have even talked seriously about 
“Bringing the War Home" and 
disrupting Washington when the 
war begins. The militant anti-war 
movement has already begun. 
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ORGANIZAR PARA 1_A 

POR EL Grupo de Obreros Anarquistas 


U NO DE LOS CONCEPTOS 
politicos mas maltratados es 
“la esontaneidad.” Se iis pa¬ 
ra justificcLT la desoraganizacidn y 
para mystificar el proceso histdrico 
de revolucidn. Empezando con las 
descripciones de la lucha de meisas, 
“la espontaneidad” se ha exaltado 
demasiados veces hasta Uegara la 
teoria general de cambio social. 

"For mucho tiempo de las el futu¬ 
re los resultados de todas clases de 
lesistencia y de lucha se describi- 
rdn como acontecimientos espontd- 
neos, aunque no son nada mds C[ue 
acciones planeadas y actividades 
aceptadas por los hombres (sic). La 
espontaneidad es \ma figura retori- 
ca que refleja nuestra incapacidad 
para tratar los fendmenos de capita- 
lismo de \ma manera cientifico.” 

Paul Mattick, 
"La Espontciniedad yla Organiza- 
cidn," 
1949, de 

El Comunismo Antibochevista, 
1978 



LOS LIMITES 
DE LA ESPONTANEIDAD 

Lo peor de “la espontaneidad” 
es el hecho de que se ha identifica- 
do como una proposicidn funda¬ 
mental del anarquismo. Sin embar¬ 
go, los anarquistas nunca han 
rechazado la organizacidn misma, 
sino ciertas clases de organiza- 
cion. El problema para el anarquis¬ 
mo ha sido la falt^e esfuerzos sis- 
timdticas para desarronaf una 
teoria de organizacidn politica. Las 
ideas sobre la orgcinizacidn anar- 
quista que se tienen hoy dia se de- 
rivan de descripciones histdricas 
de los movimientos anarquistas 
del pasado. 

Esta falta de teoria no se limita al 
anarquismo. Todos los partidos le- 
ninisitas actuales se modelan prin- 
cipalmente segun la practica de los 
bolcheviques. Marx nunca elabord 
una concepcidn distinta de edmo 
la minoria revolucionaria debiera 
organizarse. Y ^Qud Hacer? por Le¬ 
nin solamente propone la necesi- 
dad de un partido centralizado, pe- 
ro nunca describe detaUadamente 
su forma exacta. Conceptos claros 
que se identifican con Lenin, tales 
como “la vanguardia” y el centra- 
lismo democrdtico,” nunca los sis- 
tematizd Lenin. De hecho, la ten- 
dencia de ver las formas organiza- 
tivas como neutral, y la falta de re- 
conocer algdn peligro en la substi- 
tucionalizacidn y la burocratiza- 
cidn son debilidades fundamenta- 
les del leninismo. 

En contraste, a los anarquistas le 
han acusados de ser solamente ca- 
pazes del criticismo negative del 
bolchevismo y de faltas de proveer 
una alternativa positiva. Si los 
anarquistas se van a convertir en 
mds que “la conciencia de la revo- 
lucidn,” es esencialque desarrolle- 
mos una teoria de organizacidn 
politica que guie nuestra prdctica 
de hoy hasta la revolucibn. 

Aunque debemos tomar como 
nuestro pimto de partida la creati- 
vidad inmensa de la clase obrera 
en accibn, tambibn debemos reco- 
nocer los llmites de la esponta¬ 
neidad. Nos ha ensenado la histo- 
ria de que aunque los obreros 
pueden crear nue vas formas de or- 
ganizacibn que conforman a sus 
necesidades, y que se pueden poli- 
ticizarse rapidamente, tambibn es 
cierto que toda clase de idea 
politica puede ganar influencia 
masiva. La democracia social, esta- 
linismo, y nacionalismo son pode- 
rosas fuerzas ideolbgicas que 
puedan desviar, y han desviado, a 


los movimientos revolucionarios 
del pasado, y como tal, no se 
pueden eliminar por el deseo. Hay 
que combatirlas, exponerlas, y 
derrocarlas con los argumentos y 
con la prbctica. 

En Gran Bretana, el obstbculo 
principal que detiene la indepen- 
dencia de la clase obrera es el Parti¬ 
do Laborista, una organizacion 
que se ha probado muchisimas ve¬ 
ces en el poder y repetidamente ha 
demostrado que es ima organiza¬ 
cion de los patronos. A pesar de su 
historied en contra de la clase obre¬ 
ra, la izquierda en Bretana conti- 
nua de actuando como agentes de 
reclutamiento de el laborismo. Es 
esencial, entonces, que hoy se 
construye en Bretana una fuerza 
que se oponar al Partido Laborista; 
que puede Uevar a cabo una lucha 
determinada contra las ideas del 
laborismo y sus a colaboradores 
dentro de la izquierda. 

El surgimiento actual del interbs 
en las ideas del anarquistas crea la 
posibilidad de constuir tal organi- 
zacibn. El Grupo de Obreros Anar¬ 
quistas se establecib para realizar 
este propbsito. Nosotros nos he- 
mos puesto de acuerdo en varies 
conceptos organizativos claves: el 
papel dirigente de las ideas, la ne- 
cesidad de una programa, el inter- 
vencionismo, a una organizacibn 
de activistas disciplinados. 

Elaboraremos estas ideas en la 
segiinda seccibn de este articulo, 
pero primero delineamos la tradi- 
cibn historia de la cual estas ideeis 
han emergido. 


travbs del pais? Algimos cientos 
de hombres (sic) jbvenes con 
buenas intenciones, cuando se or- 
ganizan separadamente del 
pueblo, no se constituyen en una 
fuerza revolucionaria adecuada... 
pero estos cientos son suficientes 
para organizer el poder revolu- 
cionario del pueblo.” 

Ibid. p. 380. 

No tenemos que estar de acuer¬ 
do con la estimacibn numeral de 
Bakunin para entender su argu- 
mento: los revolucionarios son 
mucho mas efectivos cuando se or- 
ganizan. Bakunin claramente 
rechaza la idea autoritaria de que 
los revolucionarios actuen separa¬ 
damente o en vez de la clase. 

EL SINDICALISMO 

Despubs del fracaso de la Prime- 
ra Intemacioned y la muerte de Ba¬ 
kunin en el 1876, los anarquistas 
adoptaron los mbtodos teroristas 
(sic) de la “propoganda del hecho,” 
y simultbneamente se separaron 
del movimiento obrero. Fue su fu¬ 
sion el movimiento sindical lo que 
le da al anarquismo una base masi¬ 
va en la clase obrera. El sindicalis- 
mo fue im esfuerzo terminar con la 
separacibn entre las luchas econb- 
micas diarias y la meta politica del 
socialismo por medio de im sindi- 
cato revolucionario. El problema 
con el sindicalismo es que para ser 
efectivo los sindicatos necesitan 
organizcir a todos los obreros sin 
consideracion de sus affiliaciones 
politicas. Sindicatos solamente 


son tan revoluciongirios como los 
obreros que son sus miembros, y si 
la mayoria de los obreros no son re- 
volucionaurios, los sindicatos ten- 
deron inexorablemente hacia cola- 
borar con el sistema en vez de hace 
revolucibn. Es la conciencia 



politica que define a los obreros co¬ 
mo revolucionarios, no el hecho de 
que tiene tarjetas de membresia, a 
pesar de lo radical que sea la cons- 
titucibn del sindicato. No se resuel- 
ve el problema de la conciencia pu- 
ramente por medios organizativos 
(sindicatos industriales, democra¬ 
cia directa, tenencia limitada de 
puestos, etc...), sino por medio de 
la lucha politica, una lucha de ide¬ 
as. 

El sindicato anarco-sindicalist 
espanol, la CNT, se comprometib 
explicatamente con los principios 
del comunismo libertario, lo que 
resultb de la fuerza de la minoria 
anarquista conciente dentro de 
sus filas. No resultb de una manera 
natural o espontbnea, sino fue el 
producto de: 

‘ ‘La propoganda tenaz.. .llevada 
a cabo durante largos anos en alde- 


as de campesinos, y la tenacidad y 
convicciones fuerteis de los agita- 
dores.” 

Juan Gomez Casas, 
Organizacidn Anarquista: 

La Historia de la FAI, 
Black Rose, 1983 
p.53 

En Francia, el sindicato sindica- 
lista, la CGT, se quedb bajo la 
influencia de la democracia social 
y del estalinismo, mientras que en 
Espana, los anarquistas deci- 
dieron que fuera necesario era or- 
ganizar dentro de la CNT de una 
manera independiente para ase- 
gurar la preeminencia de las ideas 
anarquistas. 

“Anarquistas y anarco- 
sindicalistas sabian que el refor- 
mismo estaba naciendo dentro la 
organizacion. Esto, jimto a la pre- 
sibn del gobierno y la desorganiza- 
cibn y desmoralizacibn en los sin¬ 
dicatos que resultaban, y las ma- 
niobras incesantes de la pequenita 
organizacion comunista, gradual- 
mente resultb en el nacimiento his- 
torico de la FAI en julio del 1927.” 

Ibid., p. 100 

El propbsito principal de la Fede- 
racibn Anarquista Ibbrica fue el de 
mantener la CNT libre de influen- 
cias no anarquistas. La forma que 
adoptb fue la de federacibn libre de 
“grupos de afinidad autbnomos.” 
Cada grupo “fue libre de Uevar a 
cabo cualquier actividad ejue dese- 
aran,” y, aunque logro mantener el 
anarquismo preeminente dentro 
de la CNT, fracaso cuando enfron- 



BAKUNIN 


El anarquismo como una 
filosofia politica de la revolucibn de 
la clase obrera encuentra su prime- 
ra voz real en Bakunin. Aunque es 
dificil de trazar un anblisis consis- 
tente de organizacibn politica en 
las obras fragmentarias de Baku¬ 
nin, esta claro en lo que ha escrito y 
en sus actividades que el si que en- 
tendib la necesidad y la influencia 
posible de una minoria revolu¬ 
cionaria organizada. Primero, por 
la Hermandad Internacional y, des¬ 
pues, por la Alianza de la Democra¬ 
cia Social, Bakunin tratb de ganar 
hegemonia ideolbgica para sus 
ideas anarco-colectivas dentro del 
nuevo movimiento obrero y de la 
Primera Internacional. 

“De hecho, es suficiente que un 
obrero, de cada diez, se una se- 
riamente, y con conocimiento ple- 
no de la causa, a la Internacional, 
mientras que los nueve que se 
queden fuera de la organizacibn se 
pongan bajo su influencia invi¬ 
sible, y cuando Uega la hora crucial, 
la siguen, sin aun sospecharlo, sus 
directives, por lo que es necesario 
por la salvacibn del proletariado.” 

Bakunin, 

La Filosoffa Politica de Bakunin, 
Macmillan, 1953, p. 317. 

Los que se oponen al concepto 
de un “dictadura invisible” como 
autoritario no entienden lo que Ba¬ 
kunin queria decir. Lo que trataba 
de articiilar fue que la influencia de 
los revolucionarios organizados 
puede extenderse por los “ideeis” 
en vez de ‘ ‘mandates. ’ ’ Otra vez, en 
una oracibn a revolucionarios ita^ 
lianos, Bakunin arguye que esta 
minoria conciente haga un “papel 
directive.” 

“Tres hombres (sic) unidos en 
una organizacibn, ya constituyen 
un principle serio del poder...<j,Que 
pasarb cuando logran Uds. organi- 
zar a cientos de sus apoyadores a 


Nestor Makhno, iider de 
insurreccion anarquista 
ucrana y autor del Programa. 
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HISTORICO 


16 las cuestiones hist6ricas de julio 
del 1936. 

El esfuerzo m4s importante de 
solucionar estas cuestiones y de 
desarrollar una teoria de organiza- 
ci6n poHtica que tuviera la teoria y 
la prdctica unificada, fue el Progra- 
ma Organizativo de la Unidn Gene¬ 
ral de Anarquistas. Este documen- 
to, escrito por veteranos exiliados 
de la Revolucidn Rusa en el 1926, 
ya se habia convertido en el foco de 
controversia anarquista interna- 
cional en la mayoria de paises, ex- 
cepto en Espeina. 

La conferencia fundadora de la 
FAI tenia el "programa” como 
punto de consideracidn, pero no se 
discutd porque no tenian una tra- 
duccidn en espaiiol. Ademds de es¬ 
te problema, no existian otras razo- 
nes mds importeuites para que el 
programa no tuviera un impacto 
en Espana. 

El progreima se escribid despuds 
de la fracasada Revolucidn Rusa y 
se dirigid al movirniento anarquis¬ 
ta que habia perdido su influencia 
dentro de la clase obrera y que es- 
tuvo, como descibid el programa, 
en \m estado de '‘desorgcuiizacidn 
general.” Esto no fue el Cciso en Es¬ 
pana. Alii, los anarquistas tenian la 
mayor influencia dentro del movi- 
miento sindicalista masiva, y ob- 
viamente pensaban que no necesi- 
tiban lecciones en la cuestidn de 
organizacidn politica. 

Sin embargo, el argumento en 
pro de una organizacidn fuerte que 
hizo el programa se mostraria es- 
pecialmente importante en Espa¬ 
na cuando se puso a la prueba el 
anarco-sindicalismo en la revolu- 
cidn en el 1936. 



EL PROGRAMA EXAMINADO 

El programa reconocid la necesi- 
dad de organizeir a la minoria emar- 
quista independemente de las or- 
ganizaciones econdmicas de la cla¬ 
se obrera (sindicatos, comitds de 
fabrica, etc...). Apuntd la necesi- 
dad de una organizacidn que mili- 
tara dentro del movirniento obrero 
y fuera de ello para ganar la 
hegemonia de las ideas anarquis¬ 
tas. 

‘ ‘Sin limitarnos al establecimien- 
to de sindicatos anarquistas, debe- 
mos tratar de ejercer nuestra 
influencia sobre todos los sindica¬ 
tos, y en todas sus formas.” 

El Programa Organizativo de los 
Comunistas Lihertarios, 
edicidn del WSM. 

El Programa einalisd el fracaso de 
la Revolucion Rusa en una manera 
mas cientifica de lo que han hecho 
otros escritores anarquistais, tales 
como Volin, Maximov y Berkman, 
quienes tendian, en su mayoria a 
expresar denuncias de los bolche- 
viques “locos con el poder.” 

Los autores del Programa, tal co¬ 
mo Makhno, el lider rebelde ucra- 
no que casi no eludid las escuadras 
de asesinos de Trotsky, tenian tan- 
ta razdn para detestar a los bolche- 
viques. Pero pusieron algo de la 
culpa sobre las espaladas del movi- 
miento anarquista por no haber si- 
do suficientemente bien organiza- 
do para resistir politicamente a los 
bolcheviques. 

“La ausencia de una organiza¬ 
cidn general condujo a muchos mi- 
litantes activistas anarquista a que 
se juntaran en las files de los 
bolcheviques.” 

Ibid. 

La seccion mds contraversial del 
Programa, sin embargo, se tratd de 
las propuestas para una Unidn Ge¬ 
neral de Anarquistas. La “Seccion 


Organizativa” propuso cuatro 
principios organizativos bdsicos: 

1. Unidad de Teoria 

2. Unidad de Tdcticas 

3. Responsibilidad Colectiva 

4. Federalismo 

Los dos principios primeros 
expresan la necesidad de un 
programa politico aprobado, basa- 
do en un entendimiento comparti- 
do entre la meta y el mdtodo del 


anarquismo revolucionario. El re¬ 
quisite de responsabilidad colecti¬ 
va sencillamente fue un reconoci- 
miento de que los derechos de- 
mocrdticos de membresia tambi^n 
Uevabcui con ellos la responsabili¬ 
dad de Uevar a cabo las decisiones 
colectivas: “no pueden existir de¬ 
cisiones sin llevarlas a cabo.” 

El anarquista itediano Malatesta 
critied agudamente el punto de 
vista “democratico” del Programa. 

‘ 'Se sabe que los anauquistas no es- 
tdn de acuerdo con la idea del go- 
bierno por la mayoria (democra- 
cia), tell como no estdn de acuerdo 
con la idea de gobierno por unos 
pocos... Los anarquistas han 
expresado muchos criticismos del 
llamado gobierno por la mayoria, el 
cual siempre resultan en realidad 
en la hegemonia de una minoria 
pequena.” 

Malatesta, 
Repuesta del Programa, 
Reimprimido en 
Cienfuegoes Press, 
Anarchist Review #6 

Es un salto notable en la Idgica el 
decir que la democracia siempre 
resulta en la autocracia. Tambien 
es incorrecto poh'ticamente decir 
que los anarquistas se oponen a la 
democracia. Los anarquistas nos 
oponemos a la democracia parla- 
mentaria porque esta es una ilu- 
si6n que disfraza la dominacidn re¬ 
al del capited sobre los obreros, la 
que queda fuera del parlamento. 
Los anarquistas siempre han 
contrapuesto al circo de la de¬ 
mocracia parlamentaria la de¬ 
mocracia real de los consejos de 
obreros. 

Aim mas, las criticas de Malates¬ 
ta demuestran una falta seria de 
confianza en la posibilidad de una 
sociedad en la cual el hacer deci¬ 
siones por las masas es necesaria 
de ima escala global. La democra¬ 
cia es la linica manera en que se 
puede organizar “concientemen- 
te” la produccibn para que se con- 
sigan las necesidades humanas. 
La posicibn de Malatesta, por eso, 
no es comunista sino “colectivis- 
ta.” La unica manera en que puede 
ser regulado el tiempo de trabajo a 
travbs de la interaccibn de colecti- 
vos sin la planificacibn democr^ti- 
ca, es por el mecanismo del merca- 
do. 

Algunas de las criticas de Mala¬ 
testa las debemos contestar. Aun- 
que el programa rechaza una “in- 
terpretacibn incorrecta del federa¬ 
lismo,” el cual se ha entendido de- 
masiado como el derecho de ejer¬ 
cer el ego, no explica claramente 
cbmo se puedan resolver los desa- 
cuerdos. Cuando esbozb Bakunin 
los principios para su propuesto 
Estados Unidos de Europa, dijo: 
“Aunque im cierto pais se consti- 
tuye como una parte de algiin esta¬ 
do, aun si se le ha unido por su vo- 
luntad libre, esto no significa que 
tiene la obhgacibn de quedarse pa¬ 
ra siempre conectado a aquel esta¬ 


do... El derecho de una union libre, 
tal como el derecho de sepauracibn, 
es el m^ importante de todos los 
derechos politicos. 

En efecto, el Programa define fe¬ 
deralismo en una manera limitada, 
simplemente como la “cisociacion 
libre,” aunque federalismo 
siempre ha significado el “derecho 
de separar” tambibn. El Programa 
no acepta y no rechaza 


explicitamente este aspecto de la 
cuestibn. 

En este articulo no tratamos los 
principios que gobieman a la orga- 
nizacibn de la sociedad revolu- 
cionaria; vamos a enfocamos en la 
constitucibn de una organizacidn 
que es explicitamente politica. El 
Grupo de Obreros Anarquistas se 
ha clarificado su posicibn en cuan- 
to a la cuestibn de derechos federa- 
les dentro de tal organizacidn 
politica. Por hablar precisamente, 
el derecho de separar dentro de un 
grupo politico sol quiere decir el 
derecho a ignorar las decisiones de 
la mayoria. Por esta razbn, rechaza- 
mos el derecho incondicional de 
separarse al continuar de ser 
miembro. 

Una organizacidn politica es una 
asociacibn voluntaria y, como tal, 
los in^viduos que tengan fuertes 
descuerdos fundamentales con las 
decisiones de la mayoria son libros 
libres de renunciar. 

A su vez, el Grupo de Obreros 
Anarquistas apoya una concep- 
cibn del “derecho a disentir,” o, en 
otras palabras, el “derecho de fac- 
cibn.' ’ Se puede tratar con la disen- 
sibn, o burocraticamente por la 
supresibn o por las expulsiones, o 
por dejar a la “minoria opuesta” el 
derecho de continuar presentando 
su caso dentro la organizacidn. Co¬ 
mo libertarios, dejamos a las fac- 
ciones el acceso garantizado a 
nuestro boletin y a nuestra publi- 
cacibn regular, pero tienen la obli- 
gacibn de mantener la unidad tbe- 
tica, es decir, de Ueveir a cabo las 
decisiones de la mayoria. 

Al menos que se garantice am- 
bos, la unidad tbctica y el derecho a 
disentir dentro de una organiza¬ 
cidn politica, habrb una tendencia 
inexorable de descender o al caos, 
por un lado, o al autoritarianismo, 
por el otro. 

A pesar de que el Programa no 
se trata de los mecanismos de la 
democracia libertairia, su valor se 
queda en su entendimiento claro 
de la necesidad de una organiza¬ 
cidn politica anarquista, basada en 
un programa aprobado, el que pro- 
vea soluciones a todos los proble- 
mais y cuestiones que enfrenten las 
masas: “Desde el momento que los 
anarquistas anunciein un concepto 
de la revolucibn y la estructura de 
sociedad, tienen la obligacibn de 
contestar claramente a todas estas 
cuestiones.” 

LA REVOLUCION ESPANOLA 

Diez anos despubs de haberse 
publicado el Programa, el movi- 
miento anarquista espanol no 
cumplib un requisito del Progra¬ 
ma, el requisito de dirigir. Este fra¬ 
caso contribuyb al derrocamiento 
de la Revolucibn Espanola. Cuan¬ 
do existia el poder dual en Catalu- 
na, los anarco-sindicalistas recha- 
zaron destruir el estado burgubs. 
Este primer error fundamenteil le 
dirigib al movirniento anarquista 


por un sendero de compromiso, lo 
que resultb en el desastre de la par- 
ticipacibn de los anarquistas en un 
gobierno del frente popular. 

Solidaridad Obrera, el peribdico 
de la CNT, ammeib la entrada de 
miembros en el gobierno por 
declcLrair: “el gobierno, en esta ho- 
ra, como un instrumento de regula- 
cibn, ha cesado de ser una fuerza 
opresor contra la clase obrera, tal 
como el estado no mbs representa 
el organismo que divide la so¬ 
ciedad en varias clases." 

Vernon Richards, 
Lecciones de 
la Revolucidn Espanola, 
Freedom Press 

El estado, por supuesto, no divi¬ 
de sociedad en clases. El capitalis- 
mo crea la divisibn entre patronos 
y productores, y el estado es el ins¬ 
trumento que protege al dominio 
de los patronos. Por eso, no solo 
habia perdido el movirniento anar¬ 
quista su fe en la clase obrera como 
agente de cambio social, sino ciue 
en el momento mbs crucial, su anb- 
lisis del estado se cayb en la justifi- 
cacioh oportunista para la colabo- 
racibn con los capitalistas. 

Los Amigos de Durrutti, un gru¬ 
po pequeno de militantes de la 
CNT que se oponian a la colabora- 
cibn, bien sabian que este fracaso 
fue el resultado de una falta de 
teoria y programa. “La CNT no 
tenia ninguna teoria revoluciona- 
ria. No teniamos un programa 
concreto. No sabiamos adonde es- 
tabamos yendo. Teniamos mucho 
liricismo; pero cuando todo se di¬ 
ce, no sabiamos qub hacer con 
nuestros obreros.” 

Am^os de Durrutti, 
Hacia Una Nueva Revolucidn, 
Drowned Rat Publications. 

No solo fue la CNT desorganiza- 
da, sino que la organizacidn espe- 
cificamente anarquista, la FAI, 
reflejb la misma confusibn. En la 
opinibn de ambos organizaciones, 
las unicas alternativas fueron o 
“ima dictadura libertaria ” o cola- 
boracibn. Ricardo Sanz, un 
miembro del grupo Nosotros de la 
FAI, expresb el dilemna asi: “Des¬ 
de el momento en que el movi- 
miento tuviera la responsabilidad 
por toda cosa, todo el mundp tenia 
que hacer lo que le mandamos. 
<j,Qub es eso sino una dictadura?” 

Citado en R. Fraser, 
La Sangre de Espana, 
1979 

La decisibn para colaborar fue 
mucho mbs que el “terror del esce- 
nario histbrico.” Fue una fcilta de 
distinguir entre el proceso de diri¬ 
gir y la dictadura. La colaboracibn 
nunca fue una alternativa al es- 
tablecimiento del poder de la clase 
obrera. De hecho, los Amigos de 
Durritti elaboraron las implica- 
ciones contrarevolucionarias de 
las acciones de la CNT: 

“Colaborb con la burguesia en 
los asuntos del estado al momento 
en que el estado se estaba desmo- 
ronando por todos lados... aspirb el 
oxigeno en el pulmbn del 
burguesia anbmica y aterroriza- 
da.” 

Amigos de Durrutti, 
Hacia Una Nueva Revolucidn, 
Drowned Rat Publications. 

Al entender la necesidad de una 
programa, de que hablan los Ami¬ 
gos de Durrutti, no es negar que 
tenian ambos la CNT y la FAI 
politicas y principios aprobados, 
los cuales se constituyeron como 
un programa. Ni fue el caso la igno- 
rancia de los anarquistas de sus 
mismos programas. Lo que fue la 
clave es que estos “programas” no 
se dirigieron a los problemas del 
poder dual, guerra civil, interven- 
cibn de afuera; y ciertamente no la 
informaron y guiaron la prbctica re¬ 
al de las secciones locales del mbvi- 


rruento, amb antes y 4urante la 
revolucion. 

En 1933, una reunibn plenaria 
nacionad de la FAI habia decidido 
producir un “informe” sobre el co- 
munismo libertario el cual discu- 
tiera principios anarquistas bbsi- 
cos, un anailisis del capitalismo, la 
reorgauiizacibn de la produccioh, y 
la defensa de la revolucibn, entre 
otras cuestiones. Despubs de una 
discusibn y el proceso de amen- 
darla, la reunibn votaria sobre el in¬ 
forme se publicaria y se distriburia 
el informe a toda la comimidad en 
Iberia para que se entendierein y 
discutieran las metsis.” 

Juan Gomez Casas, 
Organizacion Anarquista: 

La Historia de la FAI, 
Black Rose, 1988, p.53 

Sin embargo, segun Casas: “El 
informe nunca se escribib. La si- 
tuacibn presagib peligros graves, y 
hombres (sic) de accibn se concer- 
neiron mbs con la estrategia revolu- 
cionaria que con las metas.” 

Ibid. 

La oposicibn de la teoria a la 
prbctica no existe. La subordina- 
cibn de la teoria a las tareas inme- 
diatas del movirniento es un 
sintoma de los problemas de la 
FAI. La estrategia solo puede ser 
eficaz si se basa en un entendi¬ 
miento claro de cbmo funciona la 
sociedad para poder cambiarla. 
Porque el movirniento sindicalista 
fue concerniente primariamente 
con las cuestiones econbmicas y 
sindicales, estuvo claro que la sec- 
cibn concientemente anarquista 
de este movirniento no tenia una 
idea clara de qub hacer en una si- 
tuacibn revolucionaria. 

Esta trbgicamente claro que le 
faltaba un entendimiento general 
de estas tareas y de estos proble¬ 
mas a las filas de la FAI. La leccibn 
de la experiencia espanola es la de 
que una organizacibn compuesta 
de luchadores en las calles y de mi¬ 
litantes sindicalistas con mucho 
coraje no es necesaricunente una 
buena organizacibn revoluciona¬ 
ria. 

Esta es la primer a parte de un 
articulo de dos secciones extraido 
de la publicacidn del Grupo de 
Obreros Anarquistas Ingleses, El 
Socialismo Desde Abajo, Ano. 1 No 
l.*La segunda parte, que discutira 
los principios para construir una or¬ 
ganizacidn masiva anarquista ac¬ 
tual, aparecerd. en el prdximo nu- 
mero de Amor y Rabia. 
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una subscripcibn gratis. 

_Yo quiero ser un sim 

patizante de Amor y Rabia. 

Enviare cada mes:_$10 

_$20_$50_$100 

_Other 

Nombre__ 

DIreccibn_ 


Ciudad_Estado 

Zip_Pafs_ 




"La estrategia solo puede ser 
eGcaz si se basa en un entendimien¬ 
to claro de como funciona la 
sociedad para poder cambiarla” 
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Deckiracion Politico de Amor y Rabia 


Amory es im peri6dico mensual anaiquista re* 

vohicionario qtie intenta fomentar el activismo xevohi- 
cionarie antiautoritario en Norteam^rica. Provoeyemos 
cobertura sobre luchas sociales, eventcs mtmdiales, 
acciones anarquistas y brotes de resistencia (contra- 
cultuia). Apoyaremos las luchas de loa oprimidos alre- 
dedor del mundo por el control de sus propias vidas. El 
anarquismo ofrece la mds profunda critica a la domina- 
cidn, hadendo posible un marco de unidad de todas las 
luchas por laliberacidn. TVatamos de entender los siste- 
mas bajo los cuales vivimos mediante nuestro propio 
andlisis y rechazaxncffi cualquier ideologla pre-enlata- 
da. El anarquismo es un cuerpo viviente de teorla y 
prdctica, conectado directamente a las experiencias de 
1<» oprimidos que lUchan por su propia liberacidn. Anti- 
cipamos la revision constante y radical de nuestras ide¬ 
as como parte necesaiia de cualquier proceso levolu- 
cdonazio. 

Amor y Rabia at ravolucfonarto. 

Apoyamos el denocamiento de toda forma do rela- 
ciones sociales autoiitarias y la creacidn de una sode- 
dad basada en la cooperaddn, en la solidaridad y la 
ayuda mutua. Reconocemos que la revbhiddn social 
solo puede hacerla realidad la mayorfa oprimida de la 
humanidad mediante xm movimiento autogestionario. 
Apoyamc^ la utilizaddn de cualquier medio que sea 
necesario para emandpar a la hiimanidad y 
asf el fin de la guerra, de la pobreza. del hambre y de la 
misery generada por el sistema actual. Apoyamos la 
necesidad del desarrollo de un movimiento de lucha co¬ 
mo paso dirigido hada la realizaddn de la revoluddn 
social. 

Amor y Rabis as antloataitata. 

Nos oponemos a todos los Estados como quiera que 
Mtos se autotitulen: Capitalistas o oomuxiistas. 


Amor y Rabia as antfcapitailsta. 

Apoyamos todoe los esfuerzos por dexiocar toda for¬ 
ma de dominio de clase y podei estatal. Apoyamos las 
huelgas y otras formas de lucha obrera por el control de 
los medios de producddn. 

Amor y RaMa as antiraolsta. 

Ludhamdscontra la supremada blanca y militamos 
por la creaddn de una sodedad que respete la diversi* 
dad cultural. Apoy^os la autodeterminaddn de los 
mexicanoSi de los chicanos, de los indlgenas nativo- 
americanos y otros gmpos oprimidos. Reconcocemos 
la especial opresibn de los ahoamericanos dftgde los 
tiemposdelaesclavitudhastaelpresenteyla lucha del 
pudslo negro en los Elstados Unidos por su hberadbn y 
autodeterminadbn. Luchamos contra elresurgimiento 
del radsmo hada los asidticos y los drabes. Nos coloca- 
mos al fiente en la lucha contra los racistas fachas cabe- 
zasrapadas (skinhead), el KuKluxKlan, los Nsudsy el te¬ 
rror pohdaco. 

Amor y Rsbia ss sntlimperlaiista. 

Apoyamos el cterecho a la autodeterminaddn de los 


pueblos oprimidos ix)r las diferentes formas de impe- 
rialismo. Luchamos por expulsar a Estados Unidos de 
Centro America, Puerto Rico y de todos los otros teriito- 
lios. Apoyamos la destrucdbn del Estado Federal de 
EU. Apoyamos la destrucdbn del hnpeiio Skrvidtico y la 
liberadbn de todos stis pueblos. Estamos a favor de la 
destruoddn del Apartheid, del FMI. delBanco Mundial, 
de las corporaciones multinacionales y de todas las 
otras formas de imperialismo. 

Amor y Rabia aa antlaaxlsta. 

Estamos a favor de la liberacibn y de la autodetermi- 
nacibn de la mujer. Esto significa, como mlnimo, el in- 
cuestionable derecho reproductive de todas las muje- 
res sin diferencias de razas o estado econbmicx) y por 
\m mundo sin violenda sexist6L Reconooemos que la 
opresibn de la mu^r es necesaria para c»ntinuar con el 
fundonaxniento del Estado. El Estado jambs resolverd 
nuestros problemas. Nuestra liberacibn solo serb posi¬ 
ble mediante el deiroc€imiento del Estado. 

Amor y Rabit apoya la liberacibn de laa lesMenas, de loa ho- 
moaexuaiaa y loa bisexuates. 

Rechazamos la heterosexualidad obligatoria de la fa- 


milia jpatriarcal y apoyamos los esfuerzos por promover 
una diversidad de relaciones humanas consensuates y 
sexiiales. 

Amor y Rabia apoyarb las luchas de loa Ibvanes contra su 
especificaopresibn. 

Amor y Rabia se esfuerza especialmente en promo¬ 
ver una plataforma para la juventud. Reconocemos que 
el future revolucionario estb en manos de la juventud. 

Amor y Rabia apoya la lucha contra la domlnaclbn de la Na- 
turaleza. 

Reconocemos que el sistema industrial actual, cons- 
truido sobre la explotacibn del planeta y de sus inhabi- 
tantes, ha causado una crisis ecolbgica que amenaza la 
supervivencia en el planeta. Apoyamos los movimien- 
tos de resistencia contra la contfnua destruccibn del 
planeta. Vemos la necesidad de una transfonnacibn re- 
vohicionaria de nuestras relaciones con el planeta y las 
especies que lo habitan. Queremos detener la destruc¬ 
cibn del medio natural. Queremos detener e invertir el 
envenenamiento del aire, de la tierra y del ague. Esta¬ 
mos en contra de la explotacibn de animales en las 
granjas industriales y en los sistemas de pmeba. Nos 
oponemos a los ataques del Estado contra el Movi¬ 
miento por la Liberacibn de los Animales. 

Esta declaiacibn no intenta incluii todos los asuntos 
qua conciemen a los anarquistas y antiautoritaiios, ni 
Amor y Rabia pretende un entendimineto a plenitud o 
una plena unidad de criterios sobre todos los temas. No 
pretende representar el espectro complete de la diver¬ 
sidad en el movimiento anarquista actual. No evitare- 
mos la controveisia. Le pediremos siempre ideas y su- 
gerendas a nuestros lectores y a otros activistas esfor- 
zbndonos por mejorar nuestro entendimiento y el del 
movimiento en ejue militamos. 




S E REUNIERON APROXIMA- 
damente 80 jbvenes antiauto- 
ritarios durante 5 dias en Ju¬ 
lio (27-31) en Plainfield, Vermont 
en la Tercera Conferbneia Conti¬ 
nental de Jdvenes Verdes - una 
conferencia que servi'a para clarifi- 
car la orientacidn teorbtica y prdc- 
ticia de los Jdvenes Verdes como 
organizacidn con foco sobre el de¬ 
sarrollo de un movmiento social y 
ecologista norteamericano. Entre 
los participantes eran personas de 
Vermont, New York, Tennesse, 
Ohio, y California. Tambi^n parti- 
ciparon partidarios de otros gru- 
pos que se han trabajado con los 
Jovenes Verdes, como el colectivo 
Amor y Rabia, Autonomous 
Anarchist Action y Left Green Net¬ 
work. 

En \m ambiente cooperativa con 
responsibilidad para cocinar y lim- 
piar repartida, los participantes se 
ocuparon con debates teorbticas, y 
resoluciones, la estructura y princi¬ 
ples de la organizacidn, y tomando 
cerveza y nadando en un rio. Los 
primeros dos dios debates teor^ti- 
cas, discusiones de posiciones 
escritas, oradores.y sesiones sobre 
la politica y el arte, capitalismo 
avanzado y movemientos sociales 
nuevos, luchas contemporaneas 
de americanos indi'genas, y de¬ 
sarrollo comunitario. 


Eran debates fuertes despubs el 
discurso de ecologista social 
Murray Bookchin, “Los intelec- 
tuales y la intelectualidad," la pri- 
mera noche. En su discurso les 
advirtio contra los peligros de una 
militancia nihilista de los calles 
que condena la teon'a una tenden- 
cia que dijo era comun en el mov¬ 
miento autonomista de alemania. 
Tambibn les advirtb contra el pe- 
ligro de “revolucionarios” en sus 
sillas de brazos quienes existen en 
posiciones cbmodas acadbmicas. 
Bookchin Uamb para una reivindi- 
cacibn del esfero publico por me¬ 
dio de una combinacion de empre- 
sas cooperativas, accibn directa, 
grupos para estudiar, y una estra- 
tegia de municipalismo radical (el 
desarrollo de democracia partici- 
paria en elecciones locales). 

La tarde del di'a siguiente, el 
escritor anarquista John Clark dis- 
cursb sobre “La juventud y la 
politica de la imaginacibn: mbs allb 
el cinicismo, nihilismo, y fascismo 
nuevo." Habib del papel de la ima¬ 
ginacibn en la creicion de mov- 
mientos sociales, especialmente 
movimientos de jbvenes - de la iz- 
quierda y tambibn de la derecha. 
Como Bookchin, Clark Uamb para 
anarquistas irse mbs aUb de una 
“estructura de caracter bakuninis- 
ta del siglo XIX.” 


Los participantes se ocuparon 
los tres dias concluyentes con la ta- 
rea de fraguar decisiones. Adopta- 
ron un principle sobre “anti- 
racismo e identidad btnica” que 
Uama las categorias de raza “biolb- 
gicas fingidas construidas por un 
capitalismo imperialisto para legi- 
timar la dominacibn de las clases 
altas europeas sobre otras cultu- 
ras.” El principle tambibn dice que 
el racismo y la economia son 
estrechamente Ugados, pero la eli- 
minacibn del capitalismo en su 
mismo no es suficiente para elimi- 
nar el racismo. Hay que destruir la 
jerarquia y la dominacibn en todas 
sus formas para eliminar el racis¬ 
mo. 

Los participantes adoptaron 
tambibn im principle sobre el 'eco- 
feminismo' que reconoce el esla- 
XbnTnstbnco enTre^a^ornmacicTh 
de las mujeres y la destruccibn del 
mundo natural. La hace para esa es 
la idea social perversa que pone las 
mujeres en el mundo de la natura- 
leza y los hombres en el mundo de 
la cultura. Mbs allb de esta idea, la 
perspectiva eco-feminista muestra 
que las mujeres son seres biolbgi- 
cas y culturales con la habilidad de 
usar los aspectos libertarios de sus 
herencia histbrica por medio de la 
realizacibn de la tendencia fbmina 
para las capacidades de racionar y 
nutrir. 

Elios revisaron el principle sobre 
liberacibn homosexual, lesbiana y 
bisexual. El principle revisado 
declara que homosexuales, les- 
bianas y bisexuales tienen interbs 
comiin en cooperar contra la repre- 
sibn sexual, pero es necesario des- 
tacar que las experiencas de homo¬ 
sexuales, lesbianas y bisexuales 
son muy diferentes. 

Tambibn los Jbvenes Verdes 
adoptaron resoluciones aproban- 
do solidaridad y cooperacibn futu¬ 
re con el proyecto Amor y Rabia, 
solidaridad con la familia de 
Matthew Pike, un indigene 
Mohawk de 23 anos quien fue ase- 
sinado este a*no, y lo planes de los 
indigenes norteamericanos para 
protester el aniversario 500 del 
“descubrimiento” de las Ambricas 
por el asesino Cristobail Colbn. 

Los Jbvenes Verdes van a conti¬ 
nuer actividades en sus comunida- 
des, y van a trabajar como parte del 
campo de Greens for Democracy 
en la conferencia de Green Com¬ 
mittees of Correspondence. Tam¬ 
bibn hay planes para reuniones en 
Student Environmental Action Co¬ 
alition en octubre y de trabajar jim- 
tos con los Left Greens para plane- 
ar una semana global de accibn en 
abril. La conferencia continental 
prbxima de los Jbvenes Verdes va 
a ocurrir en Knoxville, Tennessee 
en diciembre. Para mbs informa- 
cibn: 

Youth Greens Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 7293 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


(Continua de la pagina 1) 

Minneapolis no es una ciudad pa¬ 
ra ningunas noctumales. Con suer- 
te encuentras a un White Castle 
abierto a los 2 de la mahana; a esa 
hora aim la pizza de la linica Davan- 
ni’s empieza a tener sabor bueno. 
Los autobuses no corren, y los clubs 
se cierran a la una. La btica puritbni- 
ca deja de labrar para un tumo ente- 
ro de 8 horas sin parar. 

Pero la audiencia de la liberacion 
estb despierta, alerta, y Uamando 
por telbfono al estudio. “^Qub pen- 
saron de la presentacibn de Bush 
sobre el presupuesto nacional?” 

“jOiga, tengo unos ediciones de 
Cop Watch. <j,Los han vistos Uste- 
des? Se los mandarb!” 

“<j,Puedes tocar una seleccion de 
los Minutemen?” 

“Toca me una de Sun Ra o 
N.W.A.” 

La emisora KFAI, Radio Aire 
Fresca, 90.3 FM es ima emisora de 
la comunidad. Solamente cinco per¬ 
sonas reciben salarios, y toda su 
programacibn estb hecho por casi 
200 voluntarios. La mitad de su pro- 
puesto de $233,000 se derive de 
miembros de la comunidad durante 
dos “pledge drives" al aho y la 
programacibn asi mismo es glo- 
riosamente inclusiva. 

Programas de la comunidad 
Hmong, de los comunidades im- 
migrantes de Viet Nam, y de Iran, 
Chicanos, y Indigenes Americanos, 
entre otras, se presentan en sus pro- 
pias lenguas. Tiene tambibn 
programas de Afro-americanos, y 
KFAI tiene mbs programacion 
exclusivamente de mujeres que 
cualquier otra emisora en los EEUU 
con sus 10 horas por semana del 
show “We Want You To Know.” 

Radio Aire Fresca es ima comuni¬ 
dad en si mismo, con su propio pe- 
ribdico, muchas escursiones, “pot- 
lucks,” fiestas, y encuentros. Pasan 
por sus puertas an gran mezcla y 
cantidad de gente, y muchos de 
ellos quedan intrincado. 

Radio Liberacion Media Noche 
fue aceptado por el Comite de 
Programacibn hace 5 semanas. Sus 
4 horas cada mibrcoles, de las 2 has- 
ta las 6 de la mahana, enfoquen en 
temas como la Conquista, en vez 
del dia de Cristofo Colbn, anti- 
elecciones, la Intifada, el mosque de 
Al Aqsa, prisioners politicos, y 
auto-determinacion de Indigenes. 

Incluyen informacibn precise y 
musica con un impacto. Los 
anarchistas han sacado al instni- 


mento, y lo estan usando como un 
fulcro para la entrada de los politiza- 
dos. Presentando una alternative, 
conduciendo la informacibn, crit- 
cando nuestra rara y peligrosa cul¬ 
tura, y despertando a la gente toda 
la noche. Radio Liberacibn Media 
Noche. La Revolucibn no sera telivi- 
sado. 


Amor y Rabia es readizado por una red 
de sipatizantes los cuales estan de acuer- 
do en linea general con la Declaracidn Po¬ 
litica de Amor y Rabia y contribuyen con 
su tiempo, dinero y energia para que 
Amor y Rabia sea una realidad. Las deci¬ 
siones mayores y la politica general se 
determinan cuando todos los simpati- 
zantes se reunen mediante una conferen¬ 
cia. Las decisiones interinas, menos im- 
portantes (de acuerdo a las decisiones de 
la conferencia). las toma consejo edito¬ 
rial, mtegraj^ por person as de di^eien- 
tes regiones, que se reunen varias veces 
'aJ ano y se cbmunican por’tei6fon6yp6r 
correo. Las decisiones cotidianas (de 
acuerdo con las decisiones de la confe¬ 
rencia y del consejo editorial), las hace el 
grupo de produccidn editorial que reside 
en New York, donde se publica el periddi- 
co, En algunas ciudades y regiones, los 
simpatizantes de Amory Rabia se han or- 
ganizado para cooperar en el apoyo al pe- 
riddico a nivel loccd y algunas veces parti- 
cipeui en la red a travds de su grupo o co¬ 
lectivo. Otros simpatizantes militan so¬ 
los. 

La mayoria de los colaboradores de 
Amor y Rabia estdn activos en esfuerzos 
por cambieu al mundo, ademds de publi- 
cau Amor y Rabia. Los simpatizantes es- 
ten involucrados en im amplio range de 
grupos locales, en varies tipos de publica- 
ciones, en redes que atienden asuntos es- 
pecificos y en organizaciones que militan 
nacional e intemacionalmente y muchas 
veces escriben sobre sus actividades en 
Amor y Rabia. 

La red de apoyo de Amor y Rabia no es 
un clrculo cerrado de amigos, zsi estds 
conforme a comprometer tu tiempo, 
energia o dinero en nuestro esfuerzo co¬ 
mun, puedes convertirte en parte de la 
red y participar ampliamente en el proce¬ 
so de tomar las decisiones. Piidele mds 
informacibn a la persona que te vendib o 
te obsequib tu copia del peribdico, o 
escribe a; 

Amor y Rabia 
Box 3, Prince Street Station 
New York, NY 10012 

tel. (212) 925-7966 

Consejo Editorial: 

Art Decco, Raleigh NC 
Billy, Brooklyn NY 
Chris, Brooklyn NY 
Christopher Day, New York NY 
Darrell Gordon, Chicago IL 
Gustavo Rodriguez, Miami FL 
James, Knoxville TN,Jessica, New 
York NY 

Jimmy, New Orleans LA 

Johnnie, Atlanta GA 

Kate Cerridwen, Minneapolis MN 

Kieran Frazier, Minneapolis MN 

Laurie, Chicago IL 

Mitch, San Francisco CA 

Nik.K., Chicago IL 

Nissa, Berkeley CA 

Rachel, Madison Wl 

Roni, Detroit Ml 

Sunshine Smith, Berkeley CA 

Grupo de Produccion: 

Terry, Paul, Mike, Matt, Jessica, Jane, 
Kathy,Franclne, Erica, Dan, Chris¬ 
topher, Chris, Chris, Billy. 

Traducciones por 
Pon^ Gustavo. Kathy, Chaz. 
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